" 930 Assent to Bills,

Legrslntive QAssemblyp,
Wednesday, 11¢h September, 1895,

Building Act Amendment Bil: [first veading—
Roman Catholic Church Lands (Prizaie) Bill
Jirst reading ; referred to a select conmmittee—
Message from His Excellency the Admivisivator :
Assent to Bills—Copyright S : first veading—
Assisted Schools Abolition HUL: first veading—
Coolgardie-Nalyoortie Raileway Bill : firse read-
tng—Loarn Act, 1894, Amendment Bl : thivd
reading— Eeclesiastical Graut Abolition Bill :
third reading—Leunse 2/484 Fuela Division :
adjonrned debate—Correspondence between  the
Dremier and the Chairman of the Civil Serriee
Commission—Iostimates, 18956 : further con-
sidoved in committee—Adjorrament.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m,
PRAYERS,

BUILDING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Jawmes, and read a fieak
time.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS
(PRIVATE) BILL.

Introduced by Mrg. BurrT, read a firat tine,
and referred to a Select Committes, consisting
of Mr. Leake, Mr, Marmion, Mr. Randiell, Mr.
Traylen, and the mover (Mr. Busrt),

MESBAGE: ASSENT TO BILLS.
The following Messnge was delivered tu and

read by Mr, Speaker :—
ALex. C, OusLow.
Administrator,

The Administrator has the honor to inform
the Legislative Assembly that he has this
day assented, in Her Majesty’s name, to the
following Billa:— i

“ An Act to amend the Laws relating to
Arbitration.”

“An Act to regulate the Licensing of Land
Surveyors,”

“ An Actfor Licensing of Refreshment Roon: +
on Railways and at Theatres.”

“ An Actto regulnie the Salc of Agricultur:.1
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs.”

“An Act to umend ‘The Medicul Ac,
18547 .

Government House, Perth, Westorn Ans-
tralia, 11th September, 1895.
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COPYRIGHT RBILL.
Introduced by Mz, Buger, and vead a first
time. )
ASSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BILL.
Tntroduced by Sir Joun ForresT, and read a

- first time.

COOLGARDIE — KALGOORLIE RAILWAY
BILL,
Introduced by Mr. Venn, and read a first
fime,

LOAN ACT, 1894, AMENDMENT RILL.

Read a thivd time, wnd transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

ECCLESIASTICAL GRANT ABOLITION
BILL.
Reond a third time, and transwmitted to the
Legislative Council.

EXTENSION OF RIGHT OF PURCHASE OF
LYARE, EUCLA DIVISION.

ADJOURNED DEBATF.

Delate resumed on the following motion of
Me. Jaues: “ That the Hovernwment should
give a favoralle consideration to the request
of the lessee of Lense 2434, Mucla Division,
by which he seeks to have extended the vight
to purchase the lands comyprised in the lense:
provided that the Governwent are satisfied
that the land is not auriferous, and that in
apy case provision is made to secure the
payment of a royalty for ull gold got vr won ;
and provided that the right of purchuase be
not extended beyond st October next, and a
substantial deposit puid at once.”

Mg, SIMPSON (who had moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate) said he had only one
vbject in view, in doing so, and that was to
meet the wish of some hon. members, who
desired to make further enquiries into the
matter. He had since had a conversation
with the gentleman who represented the
Jessees of the land in guestion, aud the only
conclusion he could come to wus, while
sympathising with the lessees in their mis-
furtune, be could not see that the House could
be rensonably requeated to ask the (dovern-
ment, in this instance, to abandon what was
practically onec of the main principles of the
land laws of the colony, He was aware that
these gentlemen had paid the Govern-
ment a considerable sum in the shape
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of rent for hese lands, and he was not
inglined to think that the countiy in ques-
tion was likely to prove auriferous. At the
same time, he could not, consistently with the
views which he heldin regard to land settle-
ment, assent to any proposal which would
virtually eonfer upon the Government power
to alienate o large area of land, without at the
same time 1vsisting: that the improvement
conditions must be carried out,asin the case
of other purchases of land from the Crown.
He was told that this lnnd at Euclahud been cul
up into 200-ncre lots, and that u consideralle
amount of money had been spentin surveya
and, if these lessees could provide the Govern-
went with satisfactory sureties or o gunrantee
that this land would be settled and improved,
in exactly the same way, and on the same con-
ditions, as other Tand alicnnted from the
Crown in the wsettled districts of the
colony, the Government might reasonably
consider their request. DBut, in the absence
of such guarantee, he did not Lhink that any
public good would be nccomplished by deviat-
ing from the principle which govermed land
settlement in other parts of the colony. Hc
was informed that these people had been pre-
vented from completing their contract with
the Government hy the collapse of the bank-
ing institutions. If that was really
case, ke thought, so far as he knew the ideas
of the Government with regard to encouraging
land settlement, that if they saw any reason-
able way of meeting these people, and were
sntisfied that bone fide settlement was Yikely tc
follow the granting of their request, they
would he mclined to accede to that request.
But he did not think it would he a wise thing
for the House fo take upon itself the responsi.
bility of practically abrogating the land
regulations of the coleny, by ewmpowering the
Government to deal with the upplicants in
this particulnr case in a different way from:
that which they adopted, snd which the
regulations prescribed, in regard to ordinar)
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' to settlement on our agricultural areas and car
homestead furins, he thought the Government
might fairly take the matter into their con-
sideration.

Mer. JAMES, in replying to chservations
made on his motion in the course of the de-
bate, said he had bronght the motion forward
because he fels that the former lesseeas of this
land, who now desired to complete the pur-
chusge, it ullowed to doso, were at least entitled
to imve their ense placed before this Houee, and
to have it discussed on its merits. As the
Government could not grant them the right
to complete the purchase, unless this House
were fuvorable to that course, they svught to
have their case pluced before the House.
‘I'his had uow beeu done ; and the discossion
upon it had been fair and full. |t appeared to
him that some hon. members, whe had spoken
againsl the proposed coucession of n right of
purchase, misconceived what was the present
law on the subject, us they seemed to suppose
that this Hou-e was pledged, us a principle,
aguinst the alienationof the fee simple of land

the

sottlement. He did not see any practical and

consistent way in which the Honse could assist
these lessees. Heo should be glad to know that
this land at Eucla was likely to become settled
and hecome a productive centre, but, whil:
sympathising with the lessees, he could not
see how be could vote for the vesolution in it-
present form. If, however, the Governmeni

in lurge areas. Porsomully, his aympathies
were au that dirvection ; bLut, so long
as the law permitled the ulienation of
land in large lLlocks, such o principle should
not be set up or be pressed against these
particnlnr applieants. He did vot see much
difference hetween the alienation of a thousand
bulf-acre  Dlocks to apeculators, and the
alicnation of 500 acres in one block to specula-
tors. These former lessees had made their
contrage to purchese this land at a time when
the feeling in this country on the nlienation of
Innd was not the same ns thefeeling at present,
although the law as to alienation was then the
same exactly us now. T1'hese men hnd loyally
paid rent for the land duving many years, whi e
other ho'dera of land in the same distri t had
iong ceased to pay rent, und this conduct on
the part of these applicants waa evidence of
their bona jfide intention to carry ount their
contract by completing the purchase  The
financial crisis of 1893 had prevented them
from doing so, and for that misfortune they
were entitled to sympathatic consideration.

However, aiter the discussion that Thad
taken pluce, he felt that these appli-
' cants had obtained thut which they

could santisfy themselves that these lands *

wonld immediately be settled upon and
improved, upon the same conditious ag appliec

were entitled to, namely, a full anl fair
expression of the opinjons of hon. mewmbers,
und n statement of the position « £ the Govern-
ment on the application which had been made
for permissiom to purchase this lnnd as a part
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of the original contract. Having, therefore,
obtained all they were entitled to from this
House, he now asked leave to withdraw the
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

CORRESPONDENCE R« THE REPORT OF
THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.
Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)—

referring to what had taken place in the House

the previous evening, when the hon. member
for Geraldton had quoted some unpublished
evidence given before the Civil Service Com-
mission—said he desived to place on the tuble

a copy of correspondence which had passed

between himeelf and the Chairman of the Civil

Service Commission, with regard to the pre-

gentation of a report by the Cominisaion, which

report he had asked for, and also the evidence
reforred to. Havibg heard that the Chairman
of the Commission,since he had addressed him,
had left Perth that day for Coolgardie, he
had eeen the Deputy-Chuirman, who stated
that he would propose, at the intended meeting
of the {ommission, next duy, that the evidence
taken by the Commission, as far ae it had
gone, without any report, should be for-
wirded to His HExcellency the Adwinis-
trator at an early date, If that were
done, he (the Premier) would have much
pleasure in laying the evidence on the talle of
the Housa. He moved that the correspond-
ence between himself and the Chairman of the
Comuwission be read,
Question put und passed.
Correspondence read as follows:
* Premier's Office, Perth,
* 11th September, 1895.
“ 8ir,—In the Legislative Assembly last

“ gvening, Mr. Simpson, M.L.A.,, read to the

“ Housec extracts from the evidence, taken

“ before your Commission, of the General

* Traffic Manager, and also gave other informa-

 tion in regard to evidence taken before the

“ Commwission. I shall be glad, therefore, to

* be informed whether it is possible for you to

* present to His Excellency the Administrator

* ap interim report, embodying the evidence

“ from which extracts were tead by Mr, Bimp-

 gon, as there was an appareat feeling on the

« part of the House that it should e in pna-

* gession of this information in the ordinary

“ course, and that it shounld not he couwmuni-

* cated to the House by a member of the Com.-

“ mission. If you can forward such interim
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“ report to His Excellency the Adminigtrator
it will give much satisfaction to the Govern-
“ ment, nnd I am sure algo to mewnbers of the
r Legislative Assembly.

[ have the honor Lo ba, etc.,

“ Jouw ForrEsT,

* Premier.
“ M. F. A, Canning, Esq., J.P.,

“ Chairman the Civil-Service Commission,
Perth.”

* Civil Service Commission of Western
Australia.
“ Perth, 11th September, 1895,

 “ Tothe Hon, 8ir John Forrest,

% 8ir,—I have the honor to acknowledge
“ the receipt of your letter of to-day's date,
“intimating that there was an apparent feeling
" on the part of the Legislative 4ssembly that
' it should be in possession, in the ordinury
'r gourse of business, of certain evidence taken
"by the Commiesion, from which extracts
“were read by Mr. Simpson in the House last
“ svening.

“ Theordinary course would be, undoubtedly
“ that the evidence should be attached to the
“ report, and ba communicated first to His
“ Excellency the Administrator, from whow it
“would, through the usual channel, reach the
“ Legislature ; and to communicate such
“ gvidence to any person or body whutsoever,
" in any other way, is entirely contrary to the
" rules laid down for the conduct of the busi-
“ ness of & Commission—-rules with which it
“might be reasonably expected members of
“ the Commission would make themeelves
* acquainted, ond observe iu every possible
“way.

« So far ag it may rest with me personally, I
“ will endeavor to send in a progress report
* of the proceedings of the Commission on or
“ about the 1st proximo; but I may be per-
“ mitted to remind you that the terms of the
“ resolution of the Assew.bly agreed to last
* gesgion, whilst limiting the work of the Com-
“ mission tn the investigation of the working
* and organisation of the Public Works and
“ Railway Departmerts, at least implied that
“ such investigation should be of a very strict
< and searching character ; consequently the
“labore of the Commission have been pro-
“ tracted more than they would have been if
“ the Commission bad confined itself to the
“ course pursued up to the period terminating
“ with the bringing up of its first progress
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““ report. Moreover, the resulution referred to
“alse implied that the next report of the
“ Commission should be final,

I have the honor to be, etc.,

" M. F. ALFrED CANNING,
“ Chairman Civil Service Commisaion.”
Ordered, that the correspondence do lie on

the table.

ESTIMATES, 1895-6.
IN COMMITTEE.

Section VIL[—" Commissionerof Ruilways"
—further coneidered.

Vote—Ruilwuys and Tramways, £226,900:

Debate resumed.

THE CHATRMAN said he understood there
was a geveral wish among hon. members
that a discussion on both the depmrtments
which were under the control of the Commis.
sioner of Railways—Railways and Public
Works—should be permitted, before dealing
with the items of these Estimates, in detail.
This procedure would be contrary to the
Standing Orders, but he saw no reason why
the general wish of the House in this matter
should not he complied with.

Mg, JAMES, veferrivg generully to the
Railway Estimates, said various cowplaints
had reached him, as they probably had reached
other wmembers; snd it was not surprising
that a number of complaints should arise in
the working ¢t & large department which
affected the public convenience at so
many points. A constituent complained to
him that after tenders had heen called for the
aupply of certuin uniforms, snd a contract had
heen made, the price wos increased to the
contractor, presumably becanse he might have
promised to supply & superior cloth, or some
such renson which no one in the department
could well test. 1t was not fair to the other
persons tendering that the successful tenderer
shoeld bave the price increased for his benefit.
Indeed, no such variation in the terms of a
contruct sbould be permitted, and hehoped
this grievance would be inquired into.
Another cowmplaint was as to the wasnt of
weigh-bridges at the doods Shed in Perth.

Representations to this effect were made twelve :

months ago, and an offivial promise was then
given that the departwent would obtain

weigh-bridges ; but, after the lapse of a year, -

they were not supplied. Private individuals
recently imported a weigh-bridge, and ap-
plied for leave to fix it near the Goods Shed,
there being no such convesience supplied by

[11 SerremBeR, 1895.]
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the department; hut the permigsion waa not
given, and the complaints as to the want of
this essentinl convenience were increasing,

Tue CommissroNeR oF Ra1Lways (Hon. H.
W. Venn) asked which kind of weigh-bridge
waa referred fo—tbat used for engiues or that
used for weighing carts P

Mz. JAMES said he weant the weigh-bridge
used for weighing carts and leeds. Either the
one alrendy imported by private persons
should be used, as they suggested, or the de-
partwent should purchase it, or should im-
mediateiy supply what was wanted. Refer.
ring to the Works Deparfment, he suggested
thut the office of Colonial Architect should be
abolished, and thut designs for buildinga
ghould be obtained from the archituets practis-
ing in the colony. This method would intro-
duce variety, would ensure competitive excel-
lence, and would do away with snmeness. It
was absurd te have all the designs for public
buildings drawn by one architect. He had
also u personnl grievance in reference to the
building of & ruilway stution for East i‘erth.
He nnderstooed that, £1,600 had been voted for
a suitalle station on that site of the city,
whereuas he now found that only o misevably
platform nnd shed had besn erected—not
nearly 5o good as a station lutely put up at a
place near Cotteslae, called Salvador Beach, ol
which people had heard only within the last
few days. [t bad been said there wns not
wuch space available for a station at the
East Perth crossing, but ample space
might be obtained by building the station
between Edward-slreet and Samson-gtrect,
There waa anobther matter which he lad
#lso mentioned last year. It was inc¢ nnection
with the second.class carriages vsed on the
railways, wnd the question was one he trusted
the Commissioner would be in a position to
pttend {0. ‘I'he accomwodation provided for
second-cluss passengers was of a most inferior
description, the carriages being wore like dog-
boxes than anything else. The distinction
between the first and sevond-class carviages
was too great, and unnccessarily so at a time
when everything in the colony wus so pros.
perous, more especially with the Railway
Deparcment. The hon. member for Geraldton
hud referred to a matter which required, not
only the official, but the personal attention of
the Commissioner. That was in coonection
with the treatment of the men in the lower
grades of the service. The general wmeaning

| of the term * connuercinl principles” (of which
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they heard so tueb) was unqualified and un-
restricted competition, but, if it also meant
working people unduly, andnot paying them a
propor wage,he did not went to see the railwuys
of this colony worked on that system, The
¢luss of men such as engiune drivers were gross-
ly overworked, while the porters were called
upon to work oo long, and they received too
little for what they hud to do. It wasoanly that
day he had heard of the wanner in which the
permanent way wen wero being treated. They
racelved 6s. o doy, and had to go out great
distances to work. 'The Department was sup-
posed to provide them with coltages, Lut the
cottages that wero provided were two-roomed
structures without uny doer at the buck. 'hey
were built on the same prineiple as the chim-
ney of a certain school in Perth, which, when
finished, was found to bave no means of per-
mitting the smoke to escape. ‘Yhese so-called
cottages had no buck door and no veraodah.
‘T'here surely was some means whereby these
people could Le more fairly treated, and bhe
made more comfortable. At present they could
not help feeling both irritated nnd annoyed.
Then there was the free.pass question, }rom
the veturn of free passes issued, he noticed the
nawes of several, in respect of which informa-
tion was desirable. Mr. J. F. Stone had been
given a free pass, und the reason stated for
the gentleman being so favored was that
he was an Imperial officer. Hwo (Mr. James)
suww  no epecinl reason for am Duperial
officer having a free pass; and, if he was given
one, why should passes not aleo bu given to
other ollicers in the service? 'I'he Collector of
Customs, ulso, had a free pass, and, if it wae
more than a temporary one, he saw no reason
for this gentleman having the privilege. [Tue
PreMiER : Ifis an old orrangement.] Then
it was to Le hoped the arrangement
would ceage., Surely there was no special req-
8on, again, why the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly and the Clerk of the Legislative
Council should have free pusses. The mere
fuct that they were civil servants shounld not
entitle them to this concession. It wasnob
right to give thesc r1sses merely because the
gentlemen receivir., thewm were nice young
tellgws, or were wmuch vespected. [FHE
Preniek: Itis ¢ 2 usual thing in the other
colonies.] [If that was so, it was an answer to
his question. W s there, then, any speciul
reason for the private secretary to the
Premier eajoyin., a standing free pass?
Ancther question he shouwld like information
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upon was with regard to the passes granted to
officials of pwivate railways. He poticed, in
conuection with the Midlkund line, that several
passes were issued. Mr, Keane, the general
manager had one, Mr. Stafford, the Enginecr-in-
Chief had ancther, and pusses wers aldo given
to Mr. Sayer, the solicitor, and My, Dobbs, tho
goliitor's clerk, Now, the Grest Svuthern
line had eolicitors, and those soliviters had
clerks, but they hud no free passus. |[Tue
CornriesioNeR oF Rainwaye: ‘Those pnases
were only temporary.] ‘Then aguin, posses
had been issued to a Mr, ilose and Me, lidnie
Brown, Why should ihey have free passes?
{T'ae Premier: Mr. Rose cune from South
Australin and was traveliing in connection
with some working man's organisstion.
Hesides that, he bronght a recommendatory
letter.] That was o reason for granting
free pnases ; while, as to w letter entitling wuy-
one to a treo pass, the Premier would find bim-
self in a very dificudt positien if he adopted
that principle. So far as letbers of introduc-
tion were coucerned, they all had a lively
recollection of a persen named Hopkins,
who cawe to the colony with letters of
introduction from ipfluentiul people in
South Anstralia, He noticed that several
hospital nurses had free passes. 'These would
probuable be the Sisters of the Peopls, and the
only objectinn he could see to their having
them wus that it would bue dificult to know
where the pructice would end. If the Sisters
of the People had thew, the Sisters of Mercy
would want them algo. The name of a Miss
Fysh was also noticeable in the list of free
passes. She appearcd to be & nurse, whe was
not attached to & charitalle institution in the
same way as some other nurses, and there
could ke no reason for her being treated differ-
ently to ordinary people. [An Hon MEMBER:
She was the sister of a Tusmaninn Premier.]
That was no reason why she should have had
o free pass on the railways of Western Aus.
tralis. In many cascs these passes are u mera
exchange of courtesy between one colony and
another, He (Mr. Jemes} wonld stop the
practice if he could. ‘They had u yood lesson
from Victorin. ''he member of Purliament
there found he could travel free. 'Then he
took hig wife, und then he touk all his sisters,
and his cousins and his aunts, und his grand-
wother ; und the practice had gune on until at
last the member expected free passes even for
bis mun servant, his maid servant, his ox and
his ass. The system was o very vicivus une,
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which easily grew up, and then caused & lot of
ill feeling and trouble, In his opinion, free
passes should only be iszued when there was
some cogent cause for deing se, for the simple
reason thal, if a definite rule on this guestion
was laid down it would be far more comfortable
for the Commissioner, and there would not be
the s ue chance of the priviluge being abused
'I'hese were comparatively little matters, but at
the same time, they were matters which
required the attention of the politiczl head of
the department.

Mgr. WOOD was very glad to find that
after the storm of the previous cvening the
House had met in o calmer frame of mind, and
it wasa satisfactory to know that hon. members
would soon be in possession of the whole of the
information from which the hon. member for
Gernldton had quoted last night, and which
was the causa of sll the trouble, Peraonally,
he felt very sorvy to hear the Comuwis-
sioner of Railways abtackel in the general
wuy he had been, and be would be very
glad when that bon. geuatleman hud the
opportunity of replying, for the simple reason
that he {Mr. Wood) felt perfectly sure that
the Cowmissioner would he able to give a good
anawer toallthat had been alieged wgainst him.
The very satisfuctory report presented by the
Railway Department the othor evening, was
the most complete anawer to those who were
finding fanlt with the adwmivistration of the
department. [y nppeured that the railways
had been worked so satistuctorily thut they
were paying, not only working expenscs, bula
considerable amount towards the interest on
the cost of construction as well. This fact
went a4 good way to provide » satisfactory
answer, forvesultslike these uadoubtedly cover-
ed a muoltitude of sins. When the tremendous
volume of traffic was considered, it would be
seen that the Department was doing all it
possibly could be expected to do. So fur as
the minutes of the evidence given by the
General Trallic Manager wore concerned, it
really did not appeny that the departwent had
yet bad suffcient time to carry out the rve-
quests that had been wade by that officer.
‘I'bere was every reason to suppose that in a
few months, whatever was complained of now,
in that vespect, would be remedied. A good
deal had been suid with reference to the
Williznm-street erossing, but bon. wembers ap-
penved to ferget that it was only recently the
traffic at that spot, ¢ither on the railway or by
the road, had become so lurge. Six monlhs
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ago the spot was not at all a dangerous one,
and, even now, by pioper signalling, by plae-
ing men ul the croasing, and by exercising
ordinary prccautions, there was really no
danger. However, the crossing was a bad one,
and he did hope thut in a very short space of
time, the Commissioner would see his way clear
to make such ulterations that any chunce of
accident wight be obviated. ‘I'he hon. mem-
ber for Hust Perth had rveferred to the gues-
tion of uniforms, and he desired to support
what had been esaid on that subject. 'The
saine hon. member, however, in speaking
on the office of tho Coloninl Architect, made o
proposition which did not meet with his (Mr.
Wood’s) approval. The plan of giviag the
work to outside architects could never work,
becanse of the expense. The cost of specifica-
Lions to private architects was now 5 per cent.
while the specifications of the Public Works
Departient were prapaved at a cost of about
& per cent. [Mr. GeoreE: I question in] It
really only cost§ to 1 percent., snd noprivate
architect would undertake the work forany-
thing like that amount. What would be far
better would be to engage wn agsistant nrchi-
teel, und, then if there was still u presaure of
work, givesoweofit tooutsiders. Referenceshad
been made Lo the condition of the second-cluss
cuarriages on the railways, but he thought
there could be no fault found with any des-
cription of carriage other thun the old compos-
ite carringe, of which there were now very few
running. 'Those second-cluss carviages which
had cane seats wero certainly rore comfort-
able, insummer at any rate, than the cushion-
ed sents of the first-cluss carringes. He often
travelled in the carriager with cane scats him-
self, for the reason that they were far more
comfortnble than the first-cluss compartinerits.
There was onequestiou to which the attention
of the Comnmissioner shounld be directed, and
that was with regard to the price of senson
tickets for stations between Perth and Tlure.
mout. He proposed, in u day or two, to lay
the whole watter Lefore the Commissioner,

" when o deputubion would intervizw him, in

order to prefer o request that season tickets
should be issued between Claremont,
Subinco, West FPerth, and Perth, at wore
reasounble rates than were charped at present.
To encourayge settlement nlong the suburban
railway lines, monthly tickets should be issued
at one-thivd the peice of a quarterly ticket
He agreed with what the hon. member for
Geraldton had urged wgainst the Depariment
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overworking and underpaying the members of
the railway staff. On one occasion he
travelled with o railway man who had started
work at five o’clock in the morning, had gone
to York, had returned to Perth, and gome on
to Frenantle ut night. That man would not
be relieved of the duty until half-past eleven
in the evening. This wan3 too long a stretch
of duty altogether, for the enduranceof anyona.
Good caveful work could mnot be expected
when the officers were overtaxed. With
regard to the suggestion of appointing o
Board of Commissioners, in his opinion it
would be injudicious to place the control of
the railways in the charge of anyone but a
Minister, who was responsible to Parliament.
In Viclorin, nnd he belicved in South Aus-
tralia, the management of the railways of
those colonies by Commissioners bad been
abandoned, and the old system of having the
Minister at the head of uffnirs had been
reverted to. Surely if large railways, like
thoee of o her colonies, could be managed by
the Minister, the twopeuny-halfpenny service
of West Australia, which had only 500 or 600
miles altogether,should he administered by the
Commissioner. The principle that non-repro-
duective puhlic works could be comstructed oub
of surplus revenue was a sonud one, lenvivg
reproductive workr to be defrayed out of loun
funds, so that the interest on the capital
expended, and a einking fund to repay the
capital could be earned. The Opposition,
which he supposed had to justify its existence
by finding fault with the Government, did not
mean oll the hard things that they had said
about the Commissioner of Railways and the
administration of that Department; and
he hoped that the Premier apd the
Commissioner would give a very com-
plete answer to that adverse criticism,
It was a guod thing to have a real
active Oppoeition, and there waa ne doubt that
the House had it; but he thought that, des-
pite the Opposition, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways had no reason to be cast down, und he
was glad to observe the hon. gentleman® look-
ing u little more cheerful than he had done on
the previous evening.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) was
very glad thut a calmer feeling prevuiled in
the House that ¢vening than oo the previous
night. Asthe hon. member for West Perth

said, the answer of the Conmissioner of Rail-

ways to any charges of maladministration that
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the 25th paragraph of the speech of His
Excellency the Adwinistrator, wherein it wae
atated : “ We are informed that the rmlways
are proving of the greatest importance to the
country, and the revenue of the present finan.
cial year will not only exceed the working ex-
penses, but will also pay the intereston the sink-
ing fund and the capital cxpended in their con-
struction.” That was u complets answer to any
chargesof bad management brooght againet his
friend the Commissioner. Of course hon.
membera might say that the Railway Depart-
ment might be worked haphazard, and yet be
profitable; nevertheless, it was a fair con.
clusion that, when the lines were made to pay,
not only working expenses, but the interest
on the cost of their construction, some credit
was dus to the Commissioner, and to his
officers, who had the supervision of the ser-
vice. So many people travelled on the rail-
ways that there was bound to be a certain
number of complaints, wore or less well
founded. The department could not satisfy
everybody, and, even when the service in-
creased and the lines were Dhetter equipped
than they were now, it would still be found
that complaints would still be made. But on
the whole, the administration of the depart-
ment was as good as it could be expected to
Le, and it should be a subject of congralu-
lation to every well-wisher of the colony that
the Hailways were as profitable as they were.
Asthe outlook was peaceful that eveming he
only wished in o casual way to refer to the
remarks which the hon. member for Albany
made the previous evening. He only desired
to say thut the proper time for the hon.
member to have eriticised the actions of “he
Government  dwing the past twelve
months was when the Address-in-Reply
wag moved at the begioning of the session, in-
stead of raking up, at this late period, alle-
gations as to ill-feeling existing hetween
him (the Premier) and his friend the Commis-
sioner of railways. No such friction had ever
existed hetween bhiwself and the Comunissioner,
nor did it exist at the present time. Of
course, nothing would please the Opposition
better than teo believe that the Government
were not quite o kappy family ; because fawily
quarrels might be the prelnde to a smash up,
out of which the Opposition might expect to
gain some advaniage. Well, when the Govern-
ment did quarrel and a smash up did ocenr,

‘— he should not begrudge te lhon. mewmbers
were broughl aguiost him was to be found in .

opposile any benefit they wight gain from the
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situntion. The Commissioner and himself
were, however, on the same amicable tcring
which had slwaye subsisted between them ;
and, with reference to what had occurred
some time sago, snd the correspendence which
had passed as to the redistribution of port-
folios, to which the hon. member for Albany
had referred, he was quite sure that the Com-
missioner gave him credit for acting in that
matter, a% he always endeavored to act, in
the best interests of the country, and his hon,
friend did not resent what was done in any
Wiy,

Me. Leage: Did he reply atall?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Yes,
they had bad several talks about it. The hon.
member for Geraldton, in his most serious
wanner, anl in the most solexmm tones,
had on Tuesday night told the House of the
“grave peril” the travelling public were
under in travelling over the railways. The
hon. member represented that every passenger
took his life in, his hand when he bought a
railway ticket. He (the Premier) deprecated
these alarmist stat¢ments. The Government
wore fully alive to the importance of taking
every precaution for the safety of passengers,
snd, when the evidence of the General Traflic
Manager, which the bon, member for Gerald-
ton hud quoted, was brought under the notice
of the Cabinet, he had consulted the Enginecr-
in-Chief us to whether the travelling public
were rcally under any risk of accident hecause
interlocking gear and signalling apparatus had
not Leen provided at the principal stations,
Mr. O’Connor had givena very reassuring reply,
when he pointed out that New Zecland,
whizh hud half a million of peopleand & much
larger railway systemn than West Australin
bud, had not yet introduced interlocking
signalling cenr into their railway service.
Thereupon he wrote to the General Traffic
Manager, telling him that the Government
would held him responsible for the safety of
the iravelling public, that be was to take
every possible precoution against acci-
dent, until the new gear, which had “een
ordered, could arrive in the colony and be set
ap at the stations. While the Government
were most unxious tv make railwvay travelling
safe, he did not believe in the hysterioal state-
ments of the hon. member for Geraldton, that
the passengers on the West Australian lines
were in grave peril when ever they made a
railwuy journey, and that i serious accident
might ocear that very might. He hoped nof,
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Hehad asked his friend, the Commissioner, not
to take too serionsly the strictures on his
management, for there was no doubt that hon.
members (as well as himself) often spoke more
warmly than they, in cooler moments, thought
justifiable; and, for his own part he was always
ready ip such a case to make the amende
honorable, und suy that he wassorry for what
he had said.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hoo. H. W. Veon) hoped that the
House would give him & patient hearing while
he replied at some length to the adverse criti-
cism which had been passed upon his manage-
went of the railways. Asarule he did not
take much notice of adverse eriticism, bot
listened to it stoically, with a passive exterior,
and allowed time to show hon. membere
whether the complaints they made were jus
or not; and, when they found they had made
a mistnke, he left it to them to make aun
acknewledgment of their error to the House.
At any rate, he conld assure the Prewier that
it wns not his intention, and never wounld be,
to take exception to every adverse remark
that wna made against himself personully ; but
he must refer tu the attacks which had heen
made upon the administration of the Railway
Department. He thought it was his duty
to the House shat he shoun!d do so, und
on this ocession it was dee to his own  henor,
to his own veputation, to wake a reply. In
doing s0, he felt himself very much strength-
ened by what the Premier had said in regard
to his position in the Cabinet. Never, to his
Enowledge, had there been any want of con-
fidence on the part of the Premier in regard to
himgelf (Mr. Venn). Had there been any,
he would at once have ceased to be a
memher of the Ministry, {n  small
mastters of detail there had been trifling
differences of opinion, but such unim-
portant differences that he would have
been foolish to have thrown up his position on
account of them. He had aever shown any
animegity in these mattérs, but, on the con-
trary, he had a desire, and was always glad, to
be put right. Fhe Premier held o very
responsible office in this colony. Practically
he was responsible, as the head of the  overn-
ment, for the nctions of every other Minister.
He (Mr. Venn) had studied Constitutional
law and precedure for some years, and it was
just possible that ou the introduetion of
Responsible Government he did not at all
times agree with the procedure thut was being
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adopted. T'he Premier and himself did not
agree io overythiog as to the proper form of
procedure, ind it was the duty of the Premicr,
as hend of the Government, to set him right.
He udmitted freely that, in Bome cascs, he was
wrong; in cthers he was surc he was right;
and it was his desire at ull times that the pro-
cedure adopted should Lz ihe right one,
because, in forming a Minvistry for the fizst
time in a colony which had just been granted
Constitutional Government, it was iwportant
that proper precedents should be svt and
followed. Al the members of the Govern-
ment were new to the work, and they were all
men warked by a certnin wmount of character,
and it was impossible to get five such men
together for the flest time in a Counci
of the State, and expect thewm to agree
on every point, or expect them to carry

cu the Governwent of the country—without |

possessing previons experience of the task—
without sowe differences of opinion oveurring.
[n fact, if there was no difference between
them, it would show their weakness rather
than their strength. It was un indication of
their determination to do the best for the
country, and of their strong furce of charucter,
thut they should agree to differ oo certain
minor points of procedure; but, on all ques.
tions of policy which they hud to bring before
the House, they had aiways been—and he
hoped they slways would be—u united body,
in sympathies and in views. He hoped,
whalever differences they wight huve with
regard to minor details, that, us a Govern-
ment, they would be upanimous on public
questions, and in moulding the destiny of
the colony, so long as they were in office
The hon, member for Albany had referred to
some old departnentul * minutes”’ which had
pussed Letween the 'Treasury and his depart-
ment with regurd to the advance uccount of
the Worlks Department, and he was sorry, to
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a certuin extent, that the circumstunces con. |
negted with those minuies had been brought -

to light, However, as they hud been referred
to, und us an endeavor had been made to cast
a reflection upun his adwinistration of the
Works Department en the strength of those
minutes (one of which had been referred to
as o “scathing” minute, nddressed by the
Hon. the Premier tu himself), he proposed to

read the correapondence that passed Letween

hinmseli and the Treasury on thut occasion.
Hon. members w. uld no deubt remembur that

the Awditor-Ueneral, in giving evidence befove
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a Select Committee of the House soie two or
thres years ago, pul in a minute writlen by
the Hon, the Premier to him (Mr. Vena) relat-
ing to the systein of keepiny the departmontal
accounts, in order to endeavor to prove that a
certuin amount of friction existed between the
‘Works Department and the Treasury on that
subject. He regretted that the Auditor-Gen-
eraldid not, at the sametime, put in the minute
which he (Mr. Venn) had writteu, and which
elicited from the Premier the * scuthing” .
minute referved to, which, however, lic had
never replied to, Lecawuse, after all, the differ-
ence had only arisen over a were mabter of
detuil in pdministration, and did not involve
such inportant issues as some hon. members
would makecut it did. He conld not do better,
at that stage, than to vead the minutes referred
tu, and he hoped that his hon. friend, the
Premicr, would recognise that, in doing so, he
bad no desire but fo vindieate his own action
in the matter, and to show exacbly how it was
that the Premior was induced to write in the
wmanner he did, The first minute which he
proposed to read was addressed Ly the Under-
Treasurer to the Colonial Treasurer. [t was
duted June 12, 1893, and wus as follows:—
“No. 20 of the Audit Regulations distinetly
“ provides that cluims from public creditors
“ ave to be scheduled sepurately under ench
“ gub-hicad of service. (2). Regulation 39
“cleurly sefs forth the defeription of
“ payments to be made from an advence
“ gorount, the vouchers of which are to be
* sgheduled in the name of the advaner holder,
“ If in the exigencies of the service it is neves-
* gary to pay moneys due to e public creditor
“ihrough an advance uccount, the regulations
“in the eclearest wanner possible lay down.
“ thatsuch ¢luims ave to be scheduled in the
“ name of the public creditor, and not of the
“advance lholder, und that the public creditor
“is Lo give a receipt for the money, as well
*as signing the authority for recouping the
“ advance account, through which tvhe pay-
“ ment has been mude. (3.) It is vearly nine
' months since any statement bas been for-
“ warded to the Treasury of the position of
“the Director of Public Works' advance
“ ageount, and Lhere eannot be a doubt that
“ the dificuliy which has been experienced
“by the departmentio halancing the advance
“uccount s attributable to the fact that the
< Audit Act Regulations have not veen cowm-
< plied with in making the dishursements
< und rendering the claims, {(+.) Itis slmost



Estimates, 1895-6.

“munifest that if the regulations are
“iofringed, the npominal indexes of
“public creditors paid at the TFreasury,
“which nre kept in the Auadit Office for the
« purpose of checking double pnyments which
“are often being made, will not affect that
* purpose ; and the Trensury books also will
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‘‘not disclose correct information as to the .
“ pames of public creditors, as the advance -

“aecount  holders’ name is shown in the
“ voucher as the public ¢creditor and not the
“peraon to whom the money is due. (5.)

“ Under such circomstances it ia absolutely .
. “urgent, or permitted; in fact, from long

“necessary that the regulations be strictly
“adhered to.” To that minute the Hon. the
Colonial Treasurexr wrote to him (Mr. Venn) on
the same date, us follows :—* Please instruct
** your officerato carry out the wishes of the Un-
“der T'reaswrer, in which 1 concur, [ wish that
*innovations would not take place withoul the
“approval of the Treasury.,” Now he would
rend his own minate referring to the ad-
vance account of the Works Department;
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* of things, Under the Crown Governnent
“the whole husinesa of the colony was
** focussed throngh the Governor. ‘'he re-
“ sponsibility rested with him ; and heads of
* departments had nu responsibilities what-
“ gver, except those respouvsibilities incurred
“ by them in any rmall recominendations they
“ might make. Payments were made under the
* Governor'swarranty,andasthewhole business
“ was w liinited oue, the precedore of monthly
 payments from the Treasury fitted in fairly
“ well with the emall volume of businese done.
“No depmrture from this procedure was

“usage, the publie—a body who had grown up
“ with the institations thewmselves, und in this
“ way, ngitwerv, formed partof them— accepted
“ this procedure, und reguleted their business
“ accordingly, as they knew no other. [ say

, " the population, the business populution, of
" *the colony identified themselves with all

and, he desired to mention, in pussing, that the

advance account of the Depnrtment wos at the
time very large indeed.

Mgr. InuinoeworTH : How wuch did it
wuwount to ?
Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS

{Hon. H. W. ¥enn) : It umounted to about
£50,000 or £60,000, or perhaps more, and he
declined to tuke the responsibility of such an
¢norwous 8um ; and the following was the
wminute he wrote on the subject on June 24,
1893 :— I take the opportunity to express

“ Government procedure, because they had
“ grown up with them, and knew no other, and
" would have probably resented apy innova-
" tions, or departure from estublished custous,

" “as would the Government themselves, With

“ my views on this matter, and I beg to say

“ that, in my opinion, the whole system is
" wrong, leading to responsibilities compli-
* cations, and departwental expenditures, that
“ ghould not exist. A Treasury procedure nud
* Treusury regulntions that were pertinent
“ to a state of things existing uader a Crown
* Governiment, in a swall colony, with n small
« expenditure—and that expenditure princi-
« pally made from the Consolidated Revenue
 ——is not always applicable to a widely differ-
" ent state of things existing under Kespon.
*“ gible Government, with an expenditure cer-
“ tainly thvee tines larger fromn Consolidated
“ Revenue and twenty times lurger from
" Loau Procedure,should at all times be regu-
“ lated by the volwne of the busmess to he
“ done ; and regulations that admit of no in-
“ terpretation save what is confined between
“ the four corners of hard and fast lines,

“a profound faith in them, these immacu-

“late conceptions that were respected,
“revered, and adhered to; waud uo
“one wonders aft this, or finds fuult

** with that procedure ns applied to the then
" exisling state of things, ns it was cminently
* snited to them, and probably the Lest that
“ could, under the circumatances, be devised ;
“ they were, [ venture to suy, a testimony to
* the wisdom and business capacity ot the
“ Government and of the people.  Therefore,
it does not follow, when I suy that these

" regulutions und this procedure are new albo-

 should be amended to meet the altered state

“ wether wrong, that Iin any way underrate
“* their value as applied to the time they
“ were passed. The circumstunces are cer-
* tainly changed. A complete revolution has
“ taken place in ihe Lody politie, as ulso in
“ business ; and, as the cld system of harter
* and long credits suited olden tiwmes, but Las
“since been swepl away und repluced by the
“ multiplication of bunking inatitutions, mar-
 kets, and cash payments, so dvesitfollow that
“ Treasury snd Audit Regulations should ulso
“ be made to apply to the chunged times, and
* to business us it is, snd not as it was. 'The
“ Advance Account isa very noticeable feature
* in this respect, aud should be swept away,
* and no Minister should be ¢ulled upon, und
“ be made to be actual. y respounsible for such an
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« pecount, which "ig clearly and entiraly a *

“ business of the Treasury. I never have yet
** ghirked the vesponsibilities attached to my
« office, and never will. On the other hand,
* [ protect them as far as I possibly can; but
it ocenrs fo me as munifestly improper to
“ allow thie to continue. This issae has been
“ yecentuated by the delay which has recently
"« geeurred in producing & correct and reliable
“ balance-sheet, and, although it may be
* quite correct for the Under - Treasurer
“to say that the delay is attributable
“to the fact that the Audit Regulatious
“had mnot Theen complied with, the
“ impossibility of complying with regulations
“unsnited to the occasion, without bringing
“the Government into discredit, is entirely
«1ost sight of. Irregulurities must of necessity
“prise when conditions are imposed with
“ which it is impessible to comply, and, so long
“as we continueto disregard the necessities of
* the present,and foree obedience to regulationa
* that are nnsuited to our business, irregulari-
* ties must exist. To eay that all the regnla-
“ tions suited toa Crown colony are equally
“applicable to Responsible Government js on
“all fours with saying that Letch’s old mnail
“gonch would be equal to the present Fre-
* mantle- Perth trafic, and that railways
“are nob required. What has led to the
“irregularities alluded to 7 Payments made
“out of the advance account, and the
“immense volume of Lusiness thrown upon
“this department in comsequence. Busi-
*ness men, contrnctors, wages men, and
“others cannot remusin out of their money
“ for a month, or for some indefinite period
* until their acconnts can be scheduled.” [Mr.
Grorak: That is what they have to do.]
The minute continued : * The times we live in
“ will not allow it. When work is done, the
““men, to meet their own daily incurring
« lighilities, demand and must be paid their
“money. If, in their own business relations
“ with other sections of the community, they
« were told that no payments would be made
“ yntil the next month, or when their accounts
“would be scheduled, they wonld immediately
« rush the client into court and force pay-
«ment, sunply because the ever recurring
“of bugivess demands that when the money
“ jg due it shall be paid. The times we livein
« demand this. The old class of people have
“got outof the running, and we haveto deal
“ with a class whose ideas of business keep
« pace with the thaes, und the resuit has been
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* that the Advance Account had of necessity
“to bo used to meet the daily and current
* business of the department, Had this nof
“been done, [ am sure the present Govern-
““ment would have been discredited all over
*“the colony. To attemptnow to draw a hard
* and fast line and revert back to an obsolete
“ gystem will accentuate this, and bring things
“toacrims, Tmunclear on this peint, that the
* Advance Account, as carried out during the
“last two years, has been a necessity. I am
* equally clenr that it should 2ot have heen
“ 50, s no Minister should be exercised to that
“extent. I am eqgually clear that until the
“‘Preasury of the colony alters their present

. “ system to daily or weekly payments, our pre-

** gent improper system of Advance Accounts
“ must exist, Accounts coming intothis office,
“ it matters not for what, sl:ould be checked,
*geheduled, and then at once passed to the
“ T'reasury for payment ; and, until vhis is
“ done, we will never be on the right way of
“ deing business. Tbe Treasury is the properly
** constituted department to wake payments,
 and it should be done by them, and a dele-
* gation of this business is not, i my opinioa,
“ gither wise or proper, I would point out
“that in order to work in with present
“regulations, and at the sawe time not
“to increase the limits of the Advance
“ Account, this office and the Government are
“daily incurring ill-feeling outside, and this
* arises from the fuct that it is absolutely im-
* posgible, after the accounts come in to the
“accountant, for his office to checlk, regulute,
“and schedule all of them before the end of
“ the month, for payment. The business is too
“large to admit of this being done withont
“increas.ng the staff to an enormons extent.
« Nor is it by any means a secure thing for any
“ Government to force any hurried system of
* checking accounts. If they are, the conse-
“ quences can essily be foreshadowed. T om
« gatisfied, after nearly three years’ experience,
“ that our present system requires immediats
“alteration, and without this is taken in
“hand ot ounce, n serious revulsion of
“ public fecling must ensue, to the prejudice
< of the present Government. Under any cir-
+ gumstances, I must he relieved of the respon-
“gibilities attached to the Advunce Account,
« and will lenve you to suggest the best couvse
“ to pursue under the advice of our colleagues.
“In wurging this matter, I bhave no 1n-
“talk’ to the

¢ ‘I'reasury on their business, but 1 deal
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“ with the question from the standpoint of |
* jts relation to this cffice and the public"” |
That was the minute which called forth the |
very strong remarks which thehon. the Premier
used in his subzequent minute. He thought
it would speak foritself. Le failed to realise
at that time, nnd he failed to redlise now,
that there wns anything in it that juetified
the adverse criticism which was passed upon
him by the Hon. the Premier. However, he
felt surethat the Hon. the Premier recognised,
on calmly reflecting on what he zaid, that his
minute was rather too scathing, especially
when he wrote ae follows:—* Aa Premier ard
* ‘I'rensurer, I ama most concerned in taking
“ enre that discredit does nmot come upon the
“ Government, and I am convinced that, if
* your department had worked with the Trea-
“gury in the loyal nnd proper manner it
* ghould have, the difficnlties that have arisen,
“ and which have culminated in the Auditor-
“ (eneral reporting your deparfmnent to the
“ Legislature, would not have arisen.” He
had never mentioned Lhis matter to the Pre-
mier singe, and he was sure that his respected
chief wag aware and he hoped the House was
aware—that it was his (Mr. Vean's) fixed
desire to act in accordance with public opinion,
ag far as he could, at all timea. The minute
he wrote, and which he had rend to the Com-
mittee, wns not written in any spirit of insub-
ordination. It was written by him as a man
of business ; and, if it had been published in
the newspapers at the time when the
minmate of the Hon. the Premisr wns
published, he wna sure that there would have
heen no occagion at the present time for the
hon. member for Albany to have alluded to it,
while that hon. gentleman would certninly hive
not been justified in placing the construction
npon the Hou. the Premier’s minute which he
did do the other evening. The hon. member
for AlLbany had also inaisted upon drawing the
attention of the commitiee to another circum-
stance, which the hon. member alleged re-
flected discredit upon his administration of the
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Worke Department, and that was with regard
toan allegation that he hed apent £50,000 last '
year in connection with the goldfields develop-

ment vote, without the &nowledge of his l
colleagues. In spite of what the Hon. the

Premier said on that oceasion, in order to try
and dissuade the hon. member from persisting |
in that statement he had made, the hon. l
member had repeated it during the present |
debate, and it now remained for him (BMr, |
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Venn) to state the facts of the case. A certnin
sum of money wae allocated for the develop-
ment of the goldfields, and, up to a certrin
date, large ond exp.neive works were carried
on The nmounts which hod been paid into
the Treasury, to the credit of the vote, did
not represent the whole of the sum voted,
becaune there were linbilitiezson the previous
twelve months’ operations to be debited, He
hoped hon. members would follow his meaning,
becanse it was a peculiar fact that some
people, incleding the hon. the Premier, drew
a distinction between what were “ liabilities”
and what was * expenditure,” in connection
witha vote, He might say that he took an
altogether different view to the Premier on
this point. Now, with regurd to the goldficids
davelopment vote, he could seec at the time
that it was being consuwed gradually by the
linbilities it wuas debited with,and by the cur-
rent expenditure, and that more money would
be required to earry on the work. The
Premier did notagree with him, but he (Mr.
Venn} pointed out that he did dot feel justified
in incurring fresh liabilities in excess of the
vote. The Premier thereupon said that the
liabilites should be wet when they fell due,and
not before, and he {the Premier) was sc much
impressed with the iden that if the money was
oot wnetually expended  (notwithstanding
the linbilitieswhich h d already been ineurred)
it still remained fo be expended, and was (as
it weve) an esset of the vote, that he did not
think there was any grent necessity for bring-
ing the matter prominently before the House.
The Premier ie proposing the ollocation
of the money for the goldfields development
vote, thought he had made ample provision for
the work; but, towards the ond of 1ast session,
when bhe was ab the Vasse, he drew the
Premier’s attention to the fact that the liabili-
ties on the vote wera very great, and that he
did vot feel justified im carrying on fresh
worka without the Legislature knowing abnut
the stute of the vote. The Hon. the Premier,
however, did not favor the ides of bringing
the matter before Parliament, because he con-
gideved, not having taken the liabilities on the
vote into consideration, that there was plenty
of money available, and he udded that he (Mr.
Veen) had no ocension to worry about the
matter. The Hon. the Premier, however, did
bring the matter before the House, and, not
being in possesaion of the whole of the papers
bearng on tho questio‘n—he (Mr. Vean)
being al the Vasse at the time—the Premier
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was nnt able tn deal with it as he
{Mr, Venn} had dealt with it subsequently ;
and he exprassed his surprizse that the condi.
tion of the vote should be as it was. The
impression of the House was that the I'remier
was got aware of the condition of the vote,
The Premier told him afterwards that he did
nol wish that impression to remain, because,
a3 n matter of fuct, he wna aware of the condi-
tien of the vote. Tt stood in this position: the
original allocation would show that there wns
no eause for olarm. They had out of that
allocntion £12,000 atill unexpended, and out of
the £30,600 approved of Ly the Housc on new

works, something like £26,000 had been
spi-nt-.
Mr. Inuinegwowrn: How much is  enr-
marked.

Tae COMMISSIONER FOR RAILWAYS |

(Hon. H, W. Venn) said he conld not say just
then. Hon. members would therefore see that
the onrginal vote, upon which there were
liabilities, was not spent, und that of the new
vote of £50,000 there was o recoup of £26.000,
which wns the amounnt the T'reasnry had had to
pay np to that date, so that.if £hey had never
asked the House for the extra £30,000, the
overdraft on the old allocation would not have
heen more than £i4.000.

At 6.30 p.m., the Chairwan left the ‘hair.

At 7.30 p.m. the Chairmnn resnmed the
Chair,

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W. Veun), resuminy his reply, said
he would refer next to the remarks of the hon.
member for Geranldton, which were intende:d
to be strictures on ihe ndministration of the
railways. The hon. member had attempted 1o
show that there had been a disregard on his
(the Commissioner's) part for the expresse:dl
wishes of the General Truffic Manager, with
refercnee to the obtaining of sufficient rolling
stock. When the Loan Estimates of 1894
where before this House, the traffic branch did
ask for & very much larger sum than the
£174,000 put on the Kstimates for rolling stock
for the new railways and additionul rolling
stock for existing lines ; but the Government,
having in view the many and great obligations
for expending money in other ways, did not
then see their way clear to place on the
Estimates a larger suw for rolling stock. It
was true the traffic branch did not comsider
that sum would be nearly enough ; but the
expectation of the Fovermment was that this
amovunt for rolling stock would meet the
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traffic requirements for perhaps not longer
than two or three years. In regard to the
£44,000for additiona) volling stock required for
opened railwayas, that amount should have been
£176,000, if 11! the requirements had been
complied with at that time; hut the Govern-
ment, in v¥iew of other requirements, could not

. see their wny clear to provide so large a snm

for thix pnrpese. What the Government did
provide in the Loan Estimates, for rolling
stock, wra ns follows :—For the new railway

. from Southern Cross to Coolgardie, £36,000;

for the new vailway to Cue, £53,000; for the
proposed railway to Bridgetown, £20,000 ; for
the proposed railway to the Collie conlfield,
£21,000; also, additional rolling stock for
openad lines, £44,000; these snms muking a
total of £174,000, provided in the Loan
Estimates of 1894. This amount wus placed
at the disposal of the department for railways
thut were opened, and for others that were
authorised or contemplated in the Luan Act of
1884, But included in this amount was rolling
stock for the Bridgetown and ¢‘ollie railwuys,
which the House was not in that session asked
to sanction in the form of separatn Bills;
therefore, the rolling stock estimated for these
two lines, amounting to £41,000, was not
ordered, but stood over; and the amount
actually available for expenditure was
£133,000. The department ordered from
Epgland, on the strength of this vote,
£106,600 worth of rolling stock, and the
General Trafic Monager had estimated that
more rolling stock would be requived to the
amount of £130,000. The hon. member for
the Murray, in referring to the memo. of the
Engineer-in-Chief, and the hon. member for
Geraldton, in guoting some figures to the
House, asked how these thinge stood. The
ngineer-in-Chief, in hia memorandum, show-
ed o sum of only £27,000 ns heing available
for a probable requirement of £170,000. ‘That
was how the matter then atood. It letd
£27,000 to meet the estimated requirements of
the General 'I'raffic Manager. But the require-
ments of a large department had to be viewed
in reference to the ability of the Government
to complywith them at all times; and, upon
the facts he had stated, it conld vot be said to
be any want of ndmnisiration on the part of
bimself or that of the Engineer-in-Chief, when
they could not at the moment accede to all the
requiremnents of the Traffic branch. The whole
of the available money, except £27,000 odd, had
been applied to this purpose by rollingr stock -
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being ordered ; nnd the remaining £27,000 odd |

would be used very shortly i the purchase of
some rolling stock from South Australia, and
some engii es obtained in this colony. The
Government did not, at the time, feel justified
in dealing with the further amount estimated
for rolling stock in connection with the Bridge-
town and Collic railways. But, since theno,
realising the importance of additional rolling
stock, the department had ordeved rolling
stock to the amount of £45,000, in anticipation
of the vote of this Rouse, and that order wa-
now in England.  1lon. members would have
ohserved that a snm for rolling stock, to be
purchased eut of eurrent revenue, was provided
in the annual Estimutes then before the com-
mittee; and the Engineer-in-Chief, in his
report £o Parliament, had wmentioned that this
amount for volling stock had been orderad in
anticipation of the vofe of the Legislative
Asgembly, Butf, outaide of all that.
there was now being prepared an order
to be shorily sent to Xogland, for
another indent of £55,000 for rolling steck,
inclnding some higher-speed engines. By
ealenlating these several amounts expended.
or nbout: to he expended, in the purchase of
add:tional rolling stock, it would appear that,
by the time these liabilities became due, the
Government wonld have to coume to this House,
on another occasion, for a further swm of
£20,000, in additional to the swmount to bn
voted out of enrrent revenue, in the present
Estimates. That being so, he did not think
the hon. member for Gernldton had substanti-
ated his strictures on the administration of
the department, in saying thak the reguire-
ments of the General Traffic Manager had
not been acceded to; inmsmuch as he (the
Commissioner) had shown, on the contrary,
that the Goveroment hud anticipated his
wishes. It was impossible for this, or any
Govérnment, to anticipate the epormons
strides that were taking place in the railway
traffic of the colony ; but this he wonld eay, that
while it was o moot point as to what the pre-
i:able Traffic might be a year or two in
advance of the present, yet the Government
had provided all the rolling stock that was
actuully required up to the present. If, on the ope:
side, the traffic branch estimated for so mnch
traffic in anticipation, and if, on the othar side,
the Engincering brnnch promised that it wonld
try to provide rolling stock totheamountof the
traffic estimated by the Traffic branch, anddid
provide accordingly. it condd not be churged

3
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againgt the department that it should have
anticipated the woxten traffic thut was
develnpedl beyond the estimnted awount.
Ancther point which had been labored very
much, was the question of iulerlocking gear.
An attewpt had beon made by the hon.
memher for Geraldton to startle the Honse
and harrow one’s feelings, by waking it
npt ear that their was great insecurity in the
working of the railways, especinlly in going in
and ont of the Perthatation, und that he (the
Coinmissioner) had nwot given sufficient at-
tention to the neeessity for cnsuring ihe safety
of the public, in  working the traffic over the
level crossings in Perth.  As the hon. member
had guoted some cvidence which he (the
Comuwissicner) did not know was 1n existence,
and which had pot heen presented to the
House in reguolar course, he migk say that
he (the Commissioner) wns now nble to refer
to it, in the paper then before him.

Me. SimesoN : It is all over the town.
Three men showed e eopies of it to-day, in
the street,

‘I'ne PrEMTER : Three members of the
Civil Service Commission, perhaps.

Tus COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H., W.rVenn) said he had been sur-
prised to hear the hon. member quote {hat
evidence, when it hnd not been p esented to
the House. To quute part of it was a little
unfair, because there no  rebutting
evidence. However, he (the Commissioner)
would now place the rebutting evidence before
hon. members, showing that the action of the
Government in that manner had been reason-
sble and eorvect. 'l he General Trafic Manager
did write the minule which the hon. member
had quoted.

Me. Simeson: I am glad the Government
admi’ he did write the minute, and that they
don’t insinuate [ manufactured it.

g COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon, H. W. Venn): I did not attribute those
motives.

Mr. Sinpsox : Ido not say you did, hat the
Premier might.

Tue COMMISSIONER OFf RAILWAYS
{ilon. H. W, Venu} said the minute had been
referred to as a very important point bearing
on the safety of the public travelling on the
railways, when going iu orout of Perth, '/ hat
winute was forwarded by him {the Comumia-
gioner) to the Engineer-in-Chief, and his ve-
marka upon it were very much to the point,
as follows:—From the Engineer-in-Chief

wis
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to the Cowmissioner of Railways.—* As
“to whether the General Trafic Manager
“is justified, under the civcumstances, in
« placing on vecord the intimiatlion contained
“ in laat paragraph of his memorandum here-
“ under, in view of its possibly very detrimen-

“tal effact to the Government, in the eventof -

“ pecidents ocenrring in the future, is aques-
“ tion for your conmsideration ; but [ may say
* that such declarations are very unusual, ua

“ applying to pioneer railways in the colonies, |

“it bheing admitted on all hands that the
*“traffic on such railways is altogether insuffi-
“ cient to admit of their equipment wp to

“anch a high standard of efficiency as is the -

“case in more thickly populated countries,
“and the amount of eguipment to be pro-
“vided from time to Lime being a matter of
“ gxpediency, to be determined by the vary-
“ing circumstances and requirements. In
* this connection, too, I may mention that
* thera is seurcely any interlocking on the New
« Zealand railways, although many of them
“are doing immensely more traffic than any of
“the railwnys in this colony, and there are
“ nlso several stations there, with practically
“ no inferlocking arrangements, which do five
“orgix times the traflic thatie done at Perth.
“To sum up, in fact, it would mean that if the
« yarivus experts engaged in working colonial
“ rnilways were to stipulate for all the high-
" glugs appliances prevailing on railweys in
« England, or else demand {o be relieved of all
* regponsilility in the matter, the construction
“and working of pioneer railways in the
« golonies would Le rendered altogether im-
« practicable, and the question raised in last
« paragraph of Mr., Davies’s memorandum is,
« therefore, such a very serious one, that 1
¢ think it should receive the careful considers.-
¢ tion of the Government, as to how it should
“he dealt with. Were it merely applying to
* any one particular instance, in which the
« aeceding to the wishes of the Trofic De-
« partment conld be held to be not otherwise
« thun reason-ible and imperative, I should
* not consider it necessary to draw your
< attention to it; but the paragraph, as it
“ gtunds, has o very much wider application
« than this, while at the same time, naalready
* gtated, making a demand for a clags of equip-
“ ment which is not by any means universal
“on ranilways in the other colonies.”
The minute which he (the Commissioner)
made upon the matter, for the consideration
of the Cabinet, was as follows:——* Minute by

[ASSEMBLY.}

o

Eslimafes, 1805.6,

the Commissiozer of Railways to the
Premier.—“ The guestion dealt with in these
" papers involves n very large expenditure.
" indeed, and one that hae lieen before me for
“ g long time, whether we ghall, or shall not
" adapt the most improved appliances for the
 gafety of the public on our railways. The
“ General l'rafic Manager expresees himeelf
“ very forcibly on the subject, and alwayse
as having heen accustomed to run rail-
“ways that have been supplied with the
“ most modern and improved conveniences
“for working. The Kngineer-in-Chicl's
“memo. #lso deuls with the same guestinn
“frow auother standpoint. And Imow would
* agk the Cabinet to advise me 4s to this ex-
“ penditure. If an accident does occur, and
“ such » memo. as that of the General Traffie
* Manager is in evidence, it doubtlesa would go
* very hard with the Government, and I by
“ no nieans approve such a protecting clanse
* being written by any officer of the depart-
 ment, whose object is to protect bimself at the
* gxpense of the Government. To yield, in every
“ instance, t¢ the demands of any particular
“ department of the Government wonld mean
* an expenditure fur beyond the means of the
¥ colony. It, of course, is a very easy thing to
“ run np an enormons expenditure and securs
“ the latest and most costly electric ap-
“ pliances for ~working our railway
“ gtations; but the question is, whether
“ guch an expenditure is justified—whetber
“the public can not be secured from
o aceident by foresight and capable administra-
“ tion—as was done before these patent me-
“ ghanieal appliances were adopted in other
« parts of the world. We reguire all the
“ money we have to improve the conveniences
" on our open railways all over the colony, in
“the shape of crossings, sidings, platforms,
“ gtutions, &c¢.,, apd, if we concentrate a very
“large expenditure at, and on, our central
o sgtations, the conveniences for the open
 Jinea connot be found. I am quite alive to
“ the advantages of possessing the latest and
« most improved appliances, but I hesitate to
* approve such a large expenditure without s
“ reference to my colleagnes. The cost of
“ the patent interlocking and sigeal gear for
« the Perth station will be at least £4,000, and
* g very much larger sumn later on. For the
= Perth station I would recommnend the expen-
*“gditure, if my collengnes agree.—H. W,
* YexN. 28th December, 1894” The
House had been informed by the Premier
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during this discussion, that the Minister’s
memo. did come before the Cabinet. 'The
imeme. of the Premier upon it was ag follows :—
Memeo. from the Premier to the Comuigsioner
of Ruilways.—*“The Geueral Traffic Manager
#ghould be distinctly told that the Govern-
“ment hold him responsible for the safe
“ running of the trains, and for the avoidance
*of accidents. 'The Willinm-street crossing
“is a dangerous pluce, and [ thiok theonly
* way to make it quite snfe is to bLridge it
“We can consider this matter in Cnbinet.—
“ Jouw ForrEsT, December 31, 1894, Ministers
“advise that the Epgineer-in-Chicf should
“ veport aF to what can be done to meet this
“difficuléy. ‘I'he General 1'raffic manager can-
“not relieve himself of the responsibility of
¢ his position.—Joux ForrEsT. 315t Dec. 1894.”
He (the Commissioner) sent on the Premier's
memo. to the Engineer-in-Chief, with these
remarks :—* The Commisgsioner of Railways to
“the Enpgineer-in-Chief —1 submitted this
** guestion to the Cabinet, with the result that
“ yon are again asked for a report as to what
“ia best to be done. TYour memo. (5/12,94)
“ fairly exhausts the subject, but, beyond deal-
*ing with the recommendations of Mr. Davies
“ from a general-policy standpoint, you have
“ made no recommendations yoursclf. I take
“it the question would not be altogether met
“ by the erection of abridge over the crossing,
*at Willinm-street, as that is only a part of
“the question. ‘I'he question of a system
“of interlocking is one that applies to the
*“ arrival and departure of all trains coming
“ into the station, and for the regulation of
* the whole traftic at the goods shed. Tt is
“ more than probable a bridge will have to be
“erected over the Willinm-street crossing
“under any circulastunces. The expenditure
“asked fur interlocking gear by Mr. Davies
“ runs into large figures; but I gquite realise
“ the urgent necessity of doing something.
“'The question is, shall we edopt at once the
“ most modern and approved system of signal-
“ling, or shall we adopt something more
“ primitive? My memo. hereurder to the Hou.
* the Premier explains my views; butIam
* willing to admit that although £4,000 does
* geem wlarge amonnt, it would be better to
“ adopt the system suggested at once, rather
* than try the ordinary methods of signalling,
* and eventually Le compelied tv undertake the
* larger expenditure. You, however, may huve
« gome recommendations to make on the
*“ subject. Ishall be glad if you will make

{11 Seerewser, 1895.]

Estimales, 1865-6. 045
« them.—H. W, Vewnx, 3J0th January, 1895.
Hon. members wonld thns see that he (the
Commssioner) had grasped the situation, and
that the Govermment had graspedit; also
that he (the Commissioner) gave aunthority
for the expenditure of £4,000 for the inter-
locking gear. 'I'hat indent had since been
sent to ¥ngland, nnd he expected the applis
ances would veach this colony in & month or
two from tha present time. Was there any
fanlt on the part of the Government, in that
malter? 'The most modern applinnces for
interlocking might be very good, but the
safety of the public could be safeguarded very
well by hand-signalling at the crossing in
William-street, as was shown by the fuct that,
up to the present, no accident had occurred.
'I'herefore, the charge made by the hon. mem-
her was not supported by the facts. The same
hon. member, after enlogisiug the Genersal
Traffic Manager, proceeded to find fault with
his management, by saying he paid the work-
men a sweating wage. He (the Commis-
giomer) had on that duy obtained o statement
showing the rvling rate of wages for railway
men in sther colonies ; and, from it, he found
that the wages paid here to guards, porters,
and other employees compared favorably with
the rates paid in other colounies, being in some
instances slightly higher than the wages paid
elsewhere. ‘Therefore there was no reason-
ableground of complaint that the railwny
men here were paid less than the same class
of men in other colonies. He regretted that
some of the men on these railways were
worked very long hours, but that was
being reduced a3 much as possible.
The service of the country must be
carried on, and if men were worked over-time
he hoped they were fully paid for the over-
time. The charge of “sweating” the men was
entirely confuted by the facts as to the wages
in this and the other colonies. Referring
next to the romarks made by the hon. mem-
ber for the Murray i My, George), it was not
necessary to say much in reply at present, and
a5 that hon. mewmber might s)eak again on
these Estimates, there would be another
opportunity for reply. When he did reply,
he hoped it would be found satisfactory; and
there was certainly no desire on his part to

" do other than give a atraightforward answer

to any guestion put to him. The hon. member
for the Gascoyne (Mr. R. F. Sholl) had made
some complimentary remarks, and he would
now thank that wember for the generous
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manner in which the administration of the
railways, in purticular, had been dealt with,
He would also thank those fviends in the
Honea who had assisted him when he had
w1 ted some nesistance. Referriug to the few
ren.arks wade by the hon. member for Fast
Perth (Mr. James), he believed the contract
price as to uniforms was altered upon the
reconnnendation ot the General T'rafic Man-
ager. o8 the class of material tendered for
was tound to be not ro goed as that which
the gontractor was in a position to supply.
Still, it wae not desirnble to alter 1the ters of
n contract ; and, nsarnle, he was so unwill-
ing to vary a contract after it had been
signed that, if there was nny ground f.r
complaints of this nalure, it was that he was
too hard and strictin enforcing the terms of
a contract. In the ‘present case, rather

than call for fresh tenders, the difference being

80 small, he consented to & slight increase in
the price, as recommended by the head of the
department. The providing of weigh-bridges,
for weighing loads in carts owned by private
persons, did- not come within the railway
system. Mlaterial put into the railway trucks
was weighed, buf there was no provision for
weighing material that was loaded into ¢arts.
Still, it bad been decided to provide 1his con-
venience for the carters, und the weigh-bridge
would be fixed very soon. Asg to calling for
competitive designs required for public huild-
iugs, he couldnot ngree that it would be wise,
at all times, to adopt this course. If the
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desire was to vary the style of one architect, '

thut could be done by appointing nn addifional
architect. As to the accommodagion in rvail-
way carringes, the infention was to reuuvate
the older carringes of the second-clu=s and
wake them more cowfortable, He did not
desire that the travelling public should put
up with what were called dog-kennels, but
that the second-cluss carringes should e nade
as comfortable as the first-cluss, if not quite
equal 10 them in other vespects. He had tried
hard to get some of the carviages repaired,
but there was so little space availalle in the
ralway workshops that this work hud to be
done outside the shops.
way men’s cottages, the two-roomed or three-
roomed cotfages which hnd been supplied
were at lenst a great improvement on the
tents in which the wen formerly lived. If
these wooden cottuges were in some cases too
small, he hoped the Honse wonld support him

As to the permanent |
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Reference had heen made to the granting of
free passes, but the reture which had been
laid on the table would show that he had not
much to answer for in comparison with the
free passes that were granted on Government
railways hy the Commissioners in the other
colonies. It wns not always pleasant to say
“ao” to the applicants for free passes; it
would be much easier to suy “yes” hut,
in any case, he did not say * yos,” unless
satisfied that the application was one of which
he could thovoughly approve. It was the
practice in other colonies o grapt railway
passes to the officers of Parlinment, and the
Clerks in the two Honges had received passes
in this colony. Cowmplimentary passes to
contractors nnd their principal officers engaged
in the construction of u rnilway were given in
all the colonies; and this complimeut was
returned by passes being granted over the new
line, as far as constructed, for the use of officers
of the Government. Some applications for free
passes were 50 difficult to refuse that he had
preferved, in certain cases, to pay the atmount
out of hie own pocket rnther than send
a refusal which might not be rightly
understood.

Me. Siueson: Why does the Promier’s sec-
retary getu free pass ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn} said it was granted
becunse he thonght it was & right thing
to do in this ease, and it was not granted on
the recommendation of tho Premier. It was
usual, in other colonies, to grant a free pass to
the Prewier’s sccretary. He (the Commis-
sioner) took the whole responsibility for having
granted A passin vhis cuse, and did not wish o
shelter himself under anybody’s recomwmenda-
tion. As to the remarks made on the general
udministration of the department, he thonght
the report on the working railways, which hagd
been presented to the House, was, as the
Premier had srid, the best justification and
the most complete answer he could wmake.
Perhaps he ought to thank hon. members
opposite for having made remarks which had
enabled him to reply, by placing before the
House the departmential evidence which he

! had guoted, and which would place himself

right in the eyes of bon. mwmbers. He would
be happy to anawer any further questions that
might be put.

Mg. GEORGE, referring to the Estimates
generally, complimented the Commissioner

in inereasing the expenditure for this purpose. ’ on the defence which had just been made,
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An to providing weigh-bridges, a reference to |
the admirable report on the working of the
railways wounld show that the erection of a
cart weigh-bridge was contemplated by the
Departiment in 1891, as shown on the plan of
thatperiod. That factappeared to have beenlost
sight of for a time. The practice in giving
free passes to railway contractors was gener-
ally adopted, because the contractors and
their officers would otherwise be put to the
expense of travelling long distances over the
GGovernment roilwaye in ovder to comsult
officers of the Government atthe central
office, in reference to the contract work. With
regard to other free passes, he was pleased to
gee the Commissioner was exercising careful |
supervigion. Ag to the General Trafic Mana. |
ger protecting himself at the expense of the l
Government, he (Mr. George) would say,
with all deference to Ministerial opinion, that
if the General Troffic Manager had made his !
representations to the Miaisterinl head, and !
l
|
|

those representations did not receive prompt
attention, and if he was not assured fhey
would receive prompt attention, then the
General Traffic Manager would be only doing
what wus just to himself by emphasising the
matter in the wuy that Mr, Davies scemed |
to have done with reference to the
safety of the public at the William. |
street crossing. The question was not '
as to interlocking gear, but Act was whether
proper measures should be taken for prevent-
ing loss of ife or serious personal injury, or
destruction of property, at a very dangercus
crosging. On the 3rd of July he had given
notice of n guestion az to the wnecassity for
erecting o bridge at the William-street cross-
ing, and when the Commissioner, aftor asking
for delay, did answer the question some days
Iater, he anid the Government had finally de-
cided to erect o bridge, and that this work
would be put in hand as early as possible,
after funds were voted by Parliament. From
eertain minutes of the department read that
evening, it appesred the question of erecting
a bridge over that crossing had been under
consideration montha before, and that, when
he asked his question in the House in July,
no new arguments were needed for emphas-
ising the necessity for that work,in the interest
of public safety, and he could not understand
why the Minister had asked for delay. When,
in August, he found there was no provision in
the annual Fstimates for this hridge, he was
gertainly astonished.
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THE ComarrssioNER OF Ratnways: That
will have to be n lavge work.

Mz, GEORGE hoped the bigmess of the
work would not canse it to be delayed, in
view of the evident danger to life and limb at
that crogsing.

Tae ComMiEsioNER OF Rarmuwava: It ia
an enormous question to bridge over that
large crossing, and the decision does not rest
with me only, but with the Government. I
have yet to make n recommendation as to
what clugs of hridge should be erected, and
the probable cost.

Mgr. GEORGE said that if a single life was
lost—whether that of o Commissioner, n

i Premier, or the child of a poor citizon—the

Minister responsible for this delay wounld
regrot it more than anything that happened
in bhis career. With regard to rolling stock,
the Commissioner’s eaplanations bad, in some
degree, dissipated the doubts he had felt as to
sufficient provision having been made. In
dealing with the admirable report on the
railwnys, he regretted that, coneise ws it
wag, it did not include a report from the
General Traffic Manager upon the working
of the trafic under his control. The
Engineer-in-Chief was probably one of the
ableat in his profession, in the colonies, and
no ona would wish to detract from his
professional abilities; but he (Mr. George)
might be anllowed to question whether Mr.
O’Connor’s professional abilities and ex-
pericnce were such asito give him a right
to pose asan authority on running traffie.
That was very questionable. Therefore
he would prefer to &gee the General
Traffic Manager's report, in his own words, on
the working of the traffic. He was glad to
see it staled, in the report, that the Engiveer-
in-Chief found the dual position he now
occupied was becoming too omerons for him
to continue, and that he suggested the time
had srrived, or would shortly arrive, when it
would be necessary to coneider whether his
connection with the Traffic Branch should be
savered. On that peint there would mot be
two opinions in this Assembly, On page 6 of
the report was a table showing the percentage
of working expenses to gross earninge on
the rnilways in Austiralia and in Cape Colony,
showing that Western Australia steod fifth on
the list in point of economy, But on the same
page appenred a deduction from the compara-
tive figures, in these wordas :—* There has alao
“to Lertaken uto account the higher charges



848 Estimates, 1895-6,
“on the goldfields railways in Western Aus-
“trolia, in order to create a reserve fund to
“repay the cost of these railways by the time
“the goldficlds are worked out.” He asked
whal was being done with that resecve fund. -
was it 5 reality or a myth, a tangible agset, or
only u reserve on paper ?

''BE COMMISSIONER OF Rau.wus- It is

matter of “if.”

Mr. GEORGE said the report was all *if,”
if it cawe to that. From another part of the
report, it appeared thut further and better
results were to be expected from the railwsys
in the future, owing to the new Workshops
and the adoption of & system of expert man
agement of stores. So far as the former
question was concerned, he believed that had
already been settled. The site for the Work-
shops having heen fixed, there was no doubt
the plans were also ready. and consequently
this griovance on the part of the deparfment
would be remedied. ‘I'he sooner this was
dome the better, so that another of the ex-
cuses for not obtaining better results would
disappear. With regard to the management

[ASSEMBLY.]

' wAYs: You are quite wreng;

of stores, howaver, he thought the proposal -
was one that should not have appeared in '
this report. "When tho alteration in the atores '

system, by which all the stores were placed

under one generul department, was made, -
' when it eame to practical management of the

there wasno doubt it must have been for a
very good reason. The Hon. the Treasurer was
hardly likely to haveformed one general depart-
ment of stores unless this was thecase. Atany
rate, he trusted the Government would not per-
mit thecreationof sucha StoresDepartmentfor
the railways, as was shadowed in the report.
If the Government wanted to see the evils of
of u separate stores system, they had only to
go to Victoria, where they wonld find bun-
dreds of thousands of pounds worth of materinl
rotting and useless, and the whele of it was
due to the separate stores system. Let the
department have new locomotive Workshops
by all means, but the House shouid never pet-
mit the control of the stores to pass into the
hands of n separate authority. ‘There was
another recommendation the Engineer-in-
Chief appeared to be about to make during the
recess. It shadowed forth a change in the
adwinstration of the department, and sog.
gested, among other things, that he himself
should be relieved from certain responsibilities
—u suggestion which he (Mr. George) did not
agree with. The report went on to say:-—
“ I should, however, wention, at the same
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“ time, that it is my opinion, that if T am
“ relieved of this duty, it would be desirable
“ that some one else should be appointed to
¢ fulfil it, a9 I do not think that it could be
“ expected that three, or (including Stores
* and Aceounts), five branches of a depart-
“ ment (the work in most of which iz of a
“ technical character) would pull together
* without n good deal of friction, unless there
“ were somebody with technical knowledge to
¢« sottle their differences. Tt would also, I
“ think, be desirable, if one of the existing
“ officers is appointed to this pasition, as I
“ ghould imagine would be the case, that he
* ghould be relieved from immedinte personal
“responsibility in respect of hia present
“ byangh of the service” Whatever the
Engineer-in Chief meant by this it was very
clear that he still clung to hia ridiculons belief
that no one but o trained professional man was
any good in the practical work of o Railway
Department. [The CoMMISSIONER oF RAIL-
he does not
mean 80.] It was no use the Commissioner
stating that, for the reason that he (Mr.
George) had seen the Engineer-in-Chief’s own
writing, to the effect he had stated. Profes-
sional men were wanted for the building of
the lines, of the yards. and of the buildings,
according to the desire of the House, but

railways, it was nob trained engineers ihey
required. Turning from the Railway
Department, for a moment, he would
jike to refer to the remarks of the hon
member for Iiast Perth, in regard to the
architectural work in the Public Works
Departent. The hon. member hnd sog-
gested that the plans for buildings shounld be
open to competition. There were arguments
both for and against this course, and it might
not be an unmixzed blessing if something could
be done in that direction. At the same e, the
suggestion was not a practical one, when the
fact was taken into conaideration that the
architects in the colony at the present time
had guite enough to do without competing
for Government work. 1t had also to be borne
in mind that even if this course were adopted
an Architect’s Department would stili be
necessaty to superintend the work, and see
that it was carried out according to the plans.
What should be done was to make improve.
ments in the present aystemm. They wanted
improvements, and, without doubt, there was
room for plenty of them. For instance, atten-
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tionmight wellbo drawn bo the new wing of the | that the Departmental Report was delayed in

public buildings, in which the Commissioner
and his staff were themselves located. There
was no need to refer to the case of the unfort-
unate contractor, who was pnearly ruined by
the contract. The fuult was in the construction
of the building according to the idens of the
Jolonial Architect. 'I'be design for the eaves
in the original plan provided for their being
of cast irom, but the parapet was found to be
too weak tor this to be curried out. Galvan.
ieed sheet iron had finally to be used, for the
simple reagon that, if the iron eaves had been
putin, the whole parapet would have come
down. This was one of the cases that went
to prove mostconciusively the want of proper
supervigion and skill in the preparation of the
plans. In comnection with this matter it
would be very
the totul cost of the

interesting to be told what '
Colonial Architect’s |

" such conditions ought not to exist.

Department was, and what was the capital -

cost of the buildings, so thathon. memberacould

see the comparison. There were one
or two matters appearing in the interim
report of the department, which culled for
sowe reference, [t was very curious that the
report was not even dated, and, asto its con-
tents, thay were most wisleading, An instunce
of this was to be found in regard to the post
oflice at Jareahdale. According to the interim
veport, the whole of the money voted for this
work had been expended, and the work was
returned os “finished.” Turning to the Esti-
mates, it was found that the department were
askivg for a vote for this work, and a gentle-
mau just down from Jarrahdale had told him
there was not o stone or stick on the site for
the new building. Savely this was nn extraor-
linary stute of affairs. [TuE CoOMMISSIONER
or Baruways: Youknow what the explanation
is.] He could assure the hon. gentlemen be
did not know, but he would like fto know.
Thers wae another sentence in the report
worthy of some reference, and that was where
the Engineer-in-Chief stated :—* I regret that,
“owing to the great pressure of work in the
# Accountant’s branch, the returns of expen-
+ diture connected with the Loan votes are not
“yet completed.”  Surely the Hom, the
Commissioner was not going to tell the House
that, not ouly did they not bave sufficient
wea, but that the organisation of the depart-
ment was so defective that they had no means
for employing suflicient men in order to keep
the work of that iwportant branck of the
department up to date. Of course, they knew

this respect, simply becaunse of the wunt of the
pruper officials, proper supervision, and proper
organigation in the accountant’s brunch;
but, in these grest spending depertments,
Eitber
the officers had fur too much to de, or else the
Government was too parsimonous in not giving
the department a sufficient number of officers
to keep up with the work, No matler how it
was caused, the excuse waesu lame one, and
discreditable to the depurtment. He trusted
the Commissioner would see such a thing

did not occur aguin.  Looking Further
into this interim report, they would
find the following statement : “ The

' execution of the works which appear
“on the Estimates for the year ending 30th
“ June, 1895, was very wmuch retarded in
“ consequence of the Estimates not having
“ heen passed by Parlinment until November,
“and owing to the fact that copies of the
* Estimates could not be obtained until
“ December.” Hon. mewmbers might supply
their own explanation to this. It wounld prob-
ably be that owing to the Christmas and New
Year holiduys thoe work of the department

' gould not be comuwenced until February. The

excuse wus n wreichedly lame one te bring
before the Assembly. The Depurtment conld
hardly be blamed for the Estimates not huving
been in their hands sooner, but, even thea, the
excuse pub torward for wany of the works not
being puf in hand did not do the compiler of
the reportany credit. Personally, he doubted
if the Cowmissioner had ever seen the report
before it was laid on the tuble of the House,
otherwise his good sense would have prevented
these excuses being made. ‘They ware
far from creditable to the Dspartment.
He had, on o former occasion, referred to the
question of the non.payment of accounts by
the Public Works Department, and the Hon.
the Commissioner had courteously doubted his
statements on the subject. 'I'he question,
however, wns one capable of being proved.
The account he referred to wore particularly
was that for the delivery of broken wmetal to
the department, and the account extendsd
frow January to the end of Muy. When the
Cowminissioner replied to a queation he had put
to him the other day, und said the aceount had
been paid in July, the hon. gentleman had
Deen misled, intentionally or otherwise, by the
officers of the department, for, as u matter of
fact, the sccuvunt in yuestion was not paid
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until a week atter the complaint was made in
the House. 'Ther¢ were other contructors
supplying stores and material for the harbor
works at Fremantle, and these were kept with-
out their money, when it ehou'd have bheen
paid. If the Hon. the Cowmissioner could
find time and inclination to go into the
methods ndopted by his department towards
the public creditor, ho wounld probably see that
the cause of complaint was removed, The
very reasons for delay mentioned in the report,
while unsatisfactory in themselves, were satia-
factory to him, becanuse they proved the truth
of his assertions. Questions had also been
asked by hin inthe House with regard to what
was known as the Cewetery Road, Subiaco.
He had asked that the tender should be laid
ot the table, but the Comnmissioner thought it
hie duty to refuse to do so. The confidence
refused him by the Cummissioner had been
rendily granted by the tenderers themselves,
and copies of the tenders were mow in his
possession. The question having heen raised,
it was only right that the House should now
bo put in possession of some information, to
prove the unsatisfactory way in which these
departwental affairs were sowetimes con-
ducted. In the first place, tenders were
ealled for when the Department bad
no funds to carry out the work. Not
evenr the most ordinary business pre-
cautions were observed. After the tenders
were in, the contractor who was suceessful
waa informed that the contract could not
be signed until the money for the work had
been voted. It was, of course, right for the
Department to say this, but they should have
known it hefore contractors were put to great
expense and trouble in preparing the tenders
which the Department had called for knowing,
at_the same time, that no tenders covld be
accopted. II a business man wag to do this,
he would eoon get the name of being a hum-
bug, and contractors would avoid having
anythipg to do with bim. There could beno
defence of such proceedings. Now, in the case
of the Subiaco Road, tenders were called, and
the lowest one wos for £2443 That man
went to consideruble expense and trouble to
make up his plans and estimates; nnd then,
when he was found to be the lowest tenderer,
he was called upon to send in not only two or
three, but nine alternative tenders, in order
to see how far the departmentunl estimates
could be met. For ten weeke this wan had
been kept hunging about, trying to meet the

[ASSEMBLY.)

. barbor works.
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wishes of the officers of the Depurtwent, and
finally, he was not given the work, which was
proceeded with as day work. Such a proceed-
ing was neither right, just, nor honorable, nnd
would at onee be condewned jn any ordinary
business traneaction. The information he had
called for om this matter had produced some
curious figures. Firat of all they found the
Engineer-in-Chief stating to a reporter of the
Hest Auslraliun, on November 28th, 1894, that
he was “confident thet when the work was
 finished it would Le adwitted to have been
“well carried out. Especially in view of the
*“amount at the disposal of the Departinent,
“heing only equal to £10 per chain.” Now, it
appeared that the sum of £2,000 had been
alloted for this work, and, of this amount, a
good portion was spent by the City Council.
But that body appeared to have been too
liberal, and the Department decided to complete
thework. The Department did proceed with the
wotk, and, while it had only £1,175 in hand,
it spent £2,92 8 5s. in bringing the work to
completion ; so that inatead of costing £10 per
c¢hain (as;the Engineer-in-Chief said it would),
the road had ahsorbed £25 a chain, A more
important feature of the matter was that, if
the best of all the alternative tenders which
the lowest tenderer had sent in had heen
accepted, the work would have cost £2.258
11s. 9d., or £700 lesa than the wmourt actually
expended by the Department in doing it,
under their system of day labor, The whole
thing was very unfair to those who were asked
to take contracts under the Department; and
the results, through this wunt of fair dealing,
were also most unsatisfactory to the country.
He Gid not know that much could be said in
support of the system of day labor. Attention
would probubly be drawn to the quantity of
stuff got out for the Fremantle harbor works,
but he doubted the figures. He did not
believe the quantity of material hud been de-
livered at the works, and the system of
measuring andopted was culculated to be very
wmisleuding. A whole train was measured at
w time,and set down ab contnining so many
eubic tons, and every train on each day in the
weelk was calevlated to contain the same,
although it wae possible the measured train
kad been specialiy prepared. Jersonally, he
would not be satisfied that the guantity of
material bad been taken out until he could
examioe the cross-sections, and compare the
aren removed with that deposited at the
[Tae CommisgioNER U¥ RarL.
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wars: Weenn give you the information inn
very fow minutes.] The question was one
which he (Mr. George) regarded from the
economic point of view. Tt uppeared to him
there was o danger of establishing in this
colony a huge system of day work in connee-
tion with public works. Plant was being
acquired, and would be put forward as a reason
for perpetuating a system which did not bring
about the best results to the Department. The
question of day work was also important
from a political point of view, for the simple
reason than any large body of men would vote
for the candidate who pledged himself to
conlinue a system so favorable tv them; and
the Government would always be provided
with u sirong mmy of voters, in return
for the duy system of public works. Some of
the complaints he had raised were no doubs of
w technical nature, but they very much
affected the pood adwinistrution of the
Department, and gave a fair idea of the way in
which he regarded the methods pursued by
the officers of that department.

Mr. MORAN considercd that the informa-
tion elicited, as a vesult of the attuck made on
the Commissioncr of Railways, would be
received with much interest, not only by hon.
members, but by the general public. So far
as the complaints that had been wade were
concerned, he was quite satistied that any
fair-minded and reasonable man would come
to the conclusion that the Commissioner
had delivered a defence which brought
him with very great credit out of the ordeal.
The hon. gentlemun hud showed that he had
very fuir explanations to male, and he stood
far higber in the cstimation of the House for
having made it. There was no doubt that,
for some things especially, blame was attach-
able to somecone. and, inasmuch as that blame
could not mow rest on the shoulders of the
Commissicner, it meant that the one to suffer
was the Premier. Personally, he saw no renson
to revive what was really ancient history,
but the responsibility of the occurrence of
twelve months ago scemed to rest on the
shoulders of the Premier. He was glad, in-

deed, to congratulate the Cummissioner upon

his announcement with regard to the Advance
Account. The determination of the hon.
genilesan was iu accord with the spirit of
progress, and the desire that the methods of
the Government should advance as the country
advanced. The Commissioner was to be com-
mended for the fach that the discussion had
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proved one thing wost clenrly, nnd that wae
that he (the Commissioner) had a backbone of
his own, and ihat other members of the
Cabinet were also independent en~ugh to hold
their own opinions. Of course, what was
necessury in o Ministry was cowplete
unanimity, but the memhers should still be
independent when the occasion arose. The
time had gone by when they were content to
have a system of “one man one Govern-
ment,” and, doubtless, after this discussion,
that wus a suggestion they were not likely to
hear anything aubont. Having said this
mueh, he desired to say something with re-
gard to the report of the Enginver-in-Chief,
At the eawe time, he conld not help express-
ing the opinion that it would have been far
better for some hon. members of the House Lo
have confined their atfention to more im-
pertant matters of administration than that of
free passes—: question which, if necessary
conid bhave been debated when more weighty
questions had not to he discussed. The
reporb of the Engineer-in-Chief showed most
conclusively that the people of the goldfields
were mulcted in heavy penaltics, merely in
order to pay for the loss on * duffer” railway
linca—not thut he would suggest these lines
would not ultimutely pay. On every train
runing from Frewavtle to Southern Cross the
people using it were iwproperly pennlised.
The rensen was very shortly given by the
Engiveor-in-Chief, lut that gentleman had
ul=0 gone into other maiters which should
bave had no place in such a report. He had
actunlly declured that o sinking iund was
beiny provided, so that, by the time the gold.
fields were worked out, the ruilways to the
ficlds would huve been paid for. The suggea-
tion of the goldficlds being worked ont was
unwarvanted. 1t was i mistake on the part of
the department tu suggest such a thing, and
the Engineer-in-Chief was assuming a know-
ledge and utbering & prophecy which the
groatest experts in the world would notk dare
to make. What possible precodent could the
department have for determining the life of a
goldfield¥ [Tur CoMMIsSIONER OF Rair-
wavs: There arve plenty of precedents.] It
would be fur better to state Facts, instead of
indulying in geveralities. The suggestion was
one which he chullenged, Did any oue venture
to suy how long the Ballurat geldfield wouid
lust? [Tue CommissioNER: Tuke the Thantes
goldfield iz Now Zealand.] As to that, he
ventured to say \hiere was as much wachinery
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going to the Thames goldfield to-day as theve
was to Coolgardie. It was rank absurdity for
this suggestion to have been made as to the
goldfields of the colony, when the leuding
experts of the world, now at Coolgardie, were
declaring them to be of o permanent character.
'hat paragraph in the report waa not o wise
ons. He would remind hon. members that all
were prepared to admit that nothing but the
goldfields had made the colony what it was
to-day. Therefore it was o wost foolish thing
tocaat deubts upon their permanency when the
fucts werenll theother way, However, there wee
one point where the permanency of the fieida
could be very much afiected, and that was in
the question of railway rates. The people whe
developed the mining industry were nut all
Jay Goulds, but were those who speculated a
little, and invested under the idea that they
would got a reburn in dividends. When a
mine was started, a certain suuin was get aside
for development, and the difference between
the penalising freights to the goldfields, und
those charged on other lines, inight inake all
tl e difference to 2 struggling company, for
the reason thut oot the least item of expendi-
ture was in getting their raw material and
machinery on to the field. When all the facts
were tuken into consideration it did appear a
wosat extraordinary thing that the Govern.
ment of chis colony should get themselves up
#s being able to determine the nuwber of
years the goldficlds were going to exist.
With regard to the treight rates, the Govern-
went ought te give a trial to reduced rates
on the geldfields lines for ome year, and
revert to the old charges if they found thut
the veduced tariff did not pay. By doing so,
they wonld help to develop the mines, and
would remove a grievance from the minds of
those who resided on the goldfields. Although
the Cominissioner denied the accuracy of the
report in Hansard as to his promise Jast year,
the fact remained that the hon. rentleman
had promised that, when the Sounthern Cross
line became remuncrative, the ratea would be
lowered, and bhe (MMr, Moran) would keep on
pressing this promise upon the hon. gentle-
man upon every opportunity. In con-
clueion, he would press uponr the Director of
I'ublic Works to provide mivre adeguate ae-
commodation for the Coolgnrdie telegraph

office, through which thousands of telegrams |

affecting very importunt interests, passed
every year. The present telegraph office was
such o flimsy building that the pablic could

[ASSEMBLY.]
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see the messages, and those who wero ac-
quainted with the telegraphic coda could learn
the contents of every message that was
received or transmitted. The faults of the
building, and the evils to which it gave vise,
hud heen very forcibly pointed ont by Mr.
Grifiths, o young member of the South
Australian Legislatve Assembly, and he (Mr.
Moran) would send on the letter to the
Director of Public Works, in the hope that u
better tolograph ofice wounld Le constructed
without delay, especially as the extonsion of
the line to Kulgoorlie would cause a greatb
increase of telegraph business at Cool-
gardie.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH had no doult that
the position talten up Ly the Commissioner in
regard to the control of the Advance Account
was the correct one, as no Minister should
have at his command large sums of money,
whioli he conld expend a3 he chose, even
though the adoption of a proper system of
book-keeping should put an unwilling T'reasury
staff to the trouble of adding a few extra
columns to books that were already in exist-
cnce. [t was necessary that contractors who
employed a lurge number of hands should be
paid promptly by the dovernment, in ovder
that they might prompily pay their men, and
contractore’ accounts should be met as soon as
Lthey were passod as correct, no matter on
what day of the month the accounts wore
received by the department. Bub they
should not bepuid oul of the Advance Aceount
of the Director of Public Works.

Tue Premiex : There is no Advance
Account now—or only a very small one, the
same as every other Minister has.

Me., ILLINGWORTH was glad to hear it.
Coming to the consideration of the receipts
and{expenditure of the Railway Department,
there was no doubt, as he had often urged on
the House, that the working expenses must
not be allowed to exceed 5+ per cent. if the
lines were to be made to pay, and that was
merely the percentage that the working
expenses amounted to last year. Bui he was
afraid that this result was not due so0
much to cconomy as to the sacrifice of
efficiency, and the undue reduction of
wages. Looking ut the returns he had before
him, he found that Cape Culony very mearly
attained the proper standard of working ex-
penses, with a record of 547 (or nearly 55
per cent.), while the working cxpenses of the
Western Australinu lines amounted Jast year
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to 61'50 10r nearly 61} per cent.). The report
of the Engineer-in-Chief showed that were it
not for the penal freight rates imposed on
the goldfields line, the working expenses on
our railways would have been sowething like
70 per cent. Yet the House was asked to
believe thot the Railway Department was in
a satisfactory position. Now, where had the
gavings which represented the profit on the
lines come from ? The Chief Engineer’s report
showed that the Yilgarn line bad earned by
ita penal rate 1266 (ov, eay 124) per cent.
The penal vate was defended, on the ground
that there was a certain degree of doubt as
to the permanency of the goldfields. Well,
if there was any doubtabout the permanency
of those fields, there was doubt about the
future of West Australis. The point he
wanted to emphasise was this: thatin order to
Lring up the average returns from the 1-04 of
the Eastorn line to the 1266 of the Yilgarn
line, & rote in excess of what would cover
working cxpenses, interest ou comstruction
account, and sinking fund, was charged upon
the Yilgarn line. If the doubt expressed as
to the permanency of the goldfields wus
the real reason for the excess rute
being charged, then the earnings of
that line should be ear-murked, nnd set aside
for the payment of all liabilities in connection
with that line before the decay of the mines,
and consequent loss of traflic, took place. Ab
the rate of its presemt earnings the Yilgarn
line was the most profitable one in the colony,
.nd, becuuse il was the most profitable, the
Lepartment took andvantage of the ecircuwm-
stances of the people who used it, to charge
them tiore thaw was necesgary to provide
interest on comstruction nccount, working
expenses, and a sinking fund, which were the
only legitimate charges that conld be made on
any railway. Well, if the position of the
Railway Depatrtment was satisfactory, when
injustice of this kind hud to be done in order
show & good halance-sheet, all he could say
wns thut the Governtnent were very easily
satisfied. At the same time, he was willing bo
say that, apart from the unequal adjustment
of rates, the West Australian lines were, in his
opinion, the hest managed railways in Aus-

tralia. But, in saying that, he spoke with the .

full knowledge that there was any nwount of
room for alteration and improvement. The

Governwent must be prepared for attack from -

the Opposition in regard to the railways and
other portiona of their administration ; and
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the country was all the better for Lthe work of
the Opposition, as any one who had watched
the course of events would adwmit. The Gov-
ernment were prone to take & great deal of
credit for muach that was inapirved from the
Opposition side of the House.

Tue Peremier: You never originate any-
thing.

Mr. ILLINGWORTFE : Did they not ? What
ahout the suggestion that uwaremunerative
public works should be provided for oul of the
credit balance of the revenue,.instead of out of
loans P What of the amended Electoral Bill
and the ameanded Goldfields Bill? Who would
ever have heard of un amended education sys.
tem, if the matter had not been pressed upon
the Government by the Opposition? But to
return to the question of the penal rates on
the Yilgarn line. Et was n new doctrine that,
becanse the traina came back from the fields
nearly empty of freight therefore, the charges
should be made excessive. Im the othercol-
onies, in the grain and wool season, thousands
of trucks were run empty to thepluees ut which
they were to receive their loading, but, never-
theless, only fair rates were churged. 'I'ha
ery of the farming districts was ©“ Reduce the
rates,” and the cry obtained a good deal of
gupport ? Why should the goldfields Le treated
differently.

Ax How. Mzrupee : Because ithey muy not
he permanent,

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Not as permanent
agproduce 7 Why us soon as the Jocal demand
was overtaken, the prices for all the prodnce in
the colony would be reduced to export prices,
and that might mean a great falling off in
production, because production wus, ab present,
atimnlated by the excellent prices now ruling.
The rule was thut the lowering of freights
incrensed production. 'The grentest producers
of the colony were the goldfields, and their
freight rates should be lowered.

Mg. LOTON said the system of giving the
Minister funds to pay the public creditor out
of the Advance Account was one that should e
done away with as soon as possible,

Tue PrEmiec: It has been. There is no
|
Advanece Acconat now,
. M=z, LOTON was very glad to hearit; but
he did not think the House had been aware of
that fact vp to that time. He desired to draw
| the attention of hon. membersto the figures
in the valuable report of the Engineer-in-Chief,
. showing the earnings of the various lines for
, the year cuding the 30th June. The Eastern
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Railway returned 1'04 per cent., the Northern
212 per cent,, the South-Western 420 per
cent.,, and the TYilgarn 1266 per
'The Inst quoted return was very satisfactory,
and showed that, if the rales had Leen lowered
to the normal tariff, the department would
bave had to provide £28,000 towards the
interest on the construetion acconnt, working
expenses, and the sinking fund of other lines,
ag well ag the £16,000 deficit that would be
initde in the genernl railway revenue, making

- & loss of over £40,000 in the balance-sheet.
In other words, if all the lines were permitted
to be non-paying, West Australia could not
go on building more railways for the deve-
lopment of the country ; for this could enly be
done out of taxation, which the colony was
not prepared o face. The Government would
only be juatified in muking exira lines solong
as those lines paid their way. He was in
favor of cubting down the Yilgarn tariff
rates 28 soon as it could be done without
throwing too greut a burden on the coleny.

Tug PrREMIEE : It has been done.

Mg LOTON: Then the railway revenue
would be less this year than it was last,
unless the trafic increased, and further
reductions shonld not be made uf present. It
seemed to him, that, with the amoant
of traffic carried by the Eastern Rail-
wiay, had that lme been worked in the
most cconomical and practical way, the
returns from that line should Le better
than those it was crcdited with in the
report of the Engincer-in-Chief. On the
whole, the result of the year's work in the
Railway Departwent should be a caunse for
congratnlation on the part of members. 'The
positivnof the Department wus better than the
meost sanguine member could have expectedit
to be ot the present tim«; und he thought that
the Government should not bein o hurry to
rednce the vafes on the poldfields line, at
all events notuntil the railway system showed
profituble results as a whole.

Mz, LEAKE eaid he had been very pleased
to notice the marked alteration in vhe methods
adopled by the members of the Governuient
that evening in replying to staiements made
by the memwlers of the Opposition. [ustead of
the usual bandying of i;o1ds, hon. members
had been supplied with explanations by the

Commissioner of Railways, which he (Mr.

cent .
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Leuke), in vpening the debate, had asied for |

a5 to certuin matters concerning the manage-
ment of the Ruilway Lepartment, und parti-
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cularly in regard to what had been referved tu
asg to the "old minute.”” Had that explanation
beeh given before—aund really it might have
been given two years ago—a guod deul of dis-
ciesion mighthave been wvoided on the present
oceasion. Although the etplunation of thut
minute, written by the Cowmissioner of Rail-
ways, was sutisfactory, eo far as that gentle.
wmun was concerned, yet nv justificntion hud
been given for the Promier’s minute of July 2,
1893. In his endeavors to correct what
appeared to him to be some purticular abuse
in hie Department, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways did not reseive frow the FPremier
that generous eapport which he bad
a right to expect. At any rote, there was
nothing to justify the Hon. the PFremier
writing in reply to the minute of the Hon. the
Commissioner of Railways in the following
terms :—*“THE HoN. THE CoOMMIEBIONER OF
“RaiLways.—I recommend the Under-Trea-
* gurer’e clear and concise memorandum to the
“cureful study of the vficers of your Depart-
“ment, I ulso request that you will instruct
“your officersto follow theadvice of the Undex-
" Treasurer in regard to all accounts for pay-
“went, and, if they do this and follow the
“ regulations, the responsibility will then rest
*with the Trensury, if thinga do not work well.
*“2, As Premier und ''reasurer, I am most con-
“cerned in taking care that discredit does not
“come upon the Government; snd I am con-
“vinced that if your Depurtment had worked
“with the I'reasury in the loyual und proper
“wanner it should have, the dificulties that
“have arisen,and which haveculminatedin the
v Auditur-Grenerzl reporting your Department
“to the Legislature, would not have arisen,
“3. As head of the Government, and 23 T'rea-
< gurer, I will not allow this obstruction to
‘“gontinue noy longer; and I iosist on your
“ Department, and all other Departments,
 currying out loyally und faithfully the wishes
“ of the Treasury and Aundil Departments, 4,
“ Every Department can arrange its internal
“agcounts as it pleuses, so long as efficiency is
“attained ; but forany Departwent to attempt
“ to dictute to the Treasury snd Audit Depart-
‘ meents, and to oppose their wishes, in the
*“way that has been done, is past endurance,
“and will not betolerated. 5. T hope, there-
““fore, you will issue instructions ithat wilk
“ tarminate, once and for all, any opposition
“ whatever to my wishes in regard to the
“ Egtimates, and the form avd raoner of

* “rendering {9e public accvunts, 6. 1 am very
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““gorry to write in this way, but I am now de-
“termined on this subject ; and T feel sure you
“ will use your bestendeuvorsto havemy wishes
*complied with willingly and faithfully.—
“Joun Forrest, Premier and Treasurer.”
He thought that, after having rend that minute
of the Hon. the Premier's, they hud heard the
last of the wnatter, but he was glad indeed to
think that the Hon. the Commissioner had
now been able to clear away matters, so far
as he was concerned. He (Mr, Leake) did not
hesitate to assert that, so long as that minute
of the Hon. the Premier remmined unex-
plained, it certainly left the Commissioner of
Railways in a false position.

'THE PREMIEE : It wna not a bad minute.

Mx. LEAKE: It was, becanse it showed
that the Hon, the Premier was hardlygenerons
to his colleague. I also showed that he (Mr,
Leake) was not far wrong when he made the
assertion that there. was friction in the
Cabinet with regard to the inanagement of the
Railway Depurtment. Evidence that that
friction existed and continued was also sup-
plied by the subsequent -correspoudence.
Now, however, they were told that the Minis
try wasa * happy family”—to use a phrase
which had been used before,— und he hoped
that that condition of uoffairs would long
continue. ‘The Hon. the Director of Public
Works had hardly replied satisfactorily to the
abtnok —for such he wmight call it—made by
the hon. meraber for Geraldton, in regard to
the requests for further railway facilities mnde
by the General! Trafic Manager, and the com-
pluints made by that official when he found
that his reqnests were not complied with.
Although Mr. Duvies, the General Traflic
Manuger, did cowplain that such and such

[11 SeeTEMEBER, 1835.]

a recommendation he had made had not been |

uwdopted, the Commissioner of Ruilways had

practically adwitted that the matters referved .
to had been under the consideration of the .

Governmant for a long time before, but that
the Government had deluyed in carrying the

works oub which the General Traffic Manager
- sary to arrange n different system altogether,

considered were necessary to be done. He
did not, however, propose to goovar the same
ground again; but he wished to express his
satisfuction that the debate hud taken place,
and that o little more information had been
given by the Commissioner of Railways as to
the working of the department nnder his eon-
trol, thun hon. members were possessed of
before. Thers was but litile need for him to
refer to the guestion of the £30,000 alleged
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to have heen spent by the Cowmissioner
of Railways, without the Eknowledge of
his collengues, for the development of the
goldfields, as the hon. gentleman had
explained his position in regard to it
But he had (as he bad anticipated he would})
shifted the responsibility for the action on to
the Hon. the Premier. Hewas sorry Lo think
that the Commissioner of Railwags had had
to bear the hurden of the attack which was
made on that action last session; bui, if he
chose to accept the responmsibility for that
or any other action, he muat hear the con-
sequences, As there was a thin House, he did
not propose to test the fesling of hon. mem-
bers, on the firat item of the Estimates now
under discussion, and he would rescrve to
himself the right of referring o items which
weré lower down on the list.

Txe PREMIER (Hen. Sir J. Forvest) said
he was very pleased indeed to find the hon.
member for Albany in such a conciliatory
mood that evening, ond to have heard him
say that he was satisfied with the result of
the debate, He could only say thut the
Government were satisfied also. He would
not have risen to spenk nt ull except that
he degired to say n word or two in defence
of those who were not able to defend them-
selves agninst an attack that had been
made upon them : he referved to theofficers
of the Treasury Departmont. The 'I'reasury
officials wore not responsible for the Advance
Account of the Works Department having
grown to the esormous amount mentioned by
the Minister controlling the Depurtment. In
fact, he would not like to throw the responsi-
bility for it upon anyone. Bub the affairs of
the colony, especially in regard to the public
worka on the goldfields, grew to such enurmous
dimensions that the maney that was intended
for small payments had to be used, by reason
of the existing cireumstances, for a purpose
for which it was never intended to Le used.
The Under Treasarer called his attention to
that fact time after time, and it became neces-

[t was found to be by no means an ensy matter
to arrange a system by which payments to
persons employed in the Works Department
could be mude at all times; but o system had

! heen arranged by which the Cummissioner of
+ Railways had only a small Advance Account,

 wages; and that officar

and also by which payments were made by the
Treasury to o paymaster, in the case of day
distributed {he



056 Estimates, 1895-6,
amounts to the persons entitled to them.
With regard to what had been said about the
delay which creditors experienced in getting
their money from the Trensury, he could cnly
eay thatif the nccounts were presented prowpt-
ly there was never any delay in paying them;
13 the system which was in vogue in the other
colonies (that of monthly payments) had been
adopted here; and he defied anyone in the
House, or out of it, to say that he waa not able
to get his woney frown the Treusary when he
had properly rendered his acconnt. Thedelay
occurred in gotting the nccounts rendered.

Mz. Georee: No; we complain that the
deluy occeurrs in getting them passed for
paywment.

Tse PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the employees on the Harbrr Works, and in the
Workshops, und on ofher Public Works at Fre.
mantle, were paid fortnightly by the pay-
wster ; and that system had given complete
satisfaction. He did not profess to be an
vxperb accountant, but he wouid esy that, as
fer os he was able to judge, the quarterly
accountswhich were published by the Treasuvy,
showed that all the operations of the Depart-
ment were carried out in a simple and

“easily understood wanner; and he wished
in justice to the Under-Treasurer, to state
that n more earnest, =zealous, und loyal
officer could scarcely, in liis opinion, be found
in this, or 1n nny other colony.
like, in econclusion, to express his plensure

" that the eund of this debate was approach-

ing, and that it had taken such a pleusant

turn. The Commissioner of Railways had, he
thought, given o good reply to everything
that had been said against his administration
of the Department, snd he wus glad to see that
the trinmvirate io Opposition—the hon. mem-
hers for Albany, Geraldton, and Nannine—
were not quite united in their opposition for
once; for, speaking in regard to the Adminis-
tration of the Railway Department, the hon.
member for Albany and the hon. member for

Geraldton had attacked the Dlinister in

churge of the Department, while the hon. mem-

ber for Nannine had aifirmad that the railways of
the colony wers, in his opinion, better managed
than those of any of the other colonies.

Me. SIMPSON said he did not thiok it was
necessary for the Hon. the Premier to make
any defence of the work of the Treasury
offivials, becauss the good character which

those gentlemen bore was well known., With

vegard bto the progress nnd the result of the

Ha would *
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dobate, he was very plensed with it, and every-
one olse seemed to be pleased with it also. He
imagined that the Hon. the Commissioner of
Railways must have been extremely satisfied
in having had an opportunity of publicly
vindicating hiz action in connection with that
well known document which had been described
ag “the old minute,” by teing emalled to
read his own minute on the matter. So far as
he (Mr. Simpson) was concerned, he thought
he could reagonably say that the result of the
debate had entirely vindicated his own action,
in suggesting thut it was nbso'utely neces-
sary that hon. members should express their
views in regard to the administration of the
Ruilway Department. It was snggested om
the previous evening by the Hou. the Prewmier
that his action on that occasion in ven-
tilating certain facts in connection with the
managewent of that department was uncon-
stitutional, if that word would apply. Bul he
had taken the trouble to lock into the matter,
and he had not found any constitutional
authority that woald prove that the statemens
of the Hon, the Premier waa correct. He was not
entirely sutisfied with the statement of the
Commissioner of Railways, that great delay
had not occurred in affordicg the General
Traffic Manager facilties, which he had stated
were 80 necessary for the successful working
of the railways, and for the safety of the
travelling publie. To his mind, the Premier
had made very light of the grave importance
that should attach io the minutes of the
General Traffic Manager, and he thought it
was desicable that next year the House and the
country should be furnished with & report
from that official, because he could not in any
other way explain to the House the manner in
which hisdepartment had failed to receive the
support it should have received from head-
quarters. The report on the railways, which
had been smbmitted to Parliament, was the
report of the Engineer-in-Chief, and, necording
{0 the Premier’s own statement, the require-
ments which the General Traffic Manager had
urged asbeing absolutely requisite were nob
regnrded inthe same light by the Engineer in-
Chief.

T'ue Prenier: I did not say that.

Me. SIMPSON : That was what he gathered
was the meaning of the Commissioner of Rail-

. way's statement. With regard to the estimates

for worksand buildings, they possessed afurther
feature that wounld oecur to hon. members as
being somewhal extraordinary, and that was
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the hage and disproportionate expenditure
that was incurred in the erection of public
buaildings, as compared with the cost of skmilar
buildings erccted by private individuals. He
ventured to think that a return—and he pur-
posed moving for one—showing the compar-
ative cost iuewrred in connection with the
erection of buildings for the Government, as
against the cost incurred in conneclion with
the erection of buildings by privateindividuals,
would show a vast difference., The expendi-
ture incurred on private buildings might be
represented by 5 per cent., as against 16 or 17
per cent. for Government buildings. Then he
wished to refer to the deluy of the Worka
Departwent in carrying out works for which
the House had voted money for their conatrne-
tion, In support of this statement he would
remind hon. members that, laat yeor, a sum of
money was voted for the coustruction of a
telegraph line to Yalgoo and Mount Magnet,
and that it was not wuntil June last that an
officer was sent up to determine what route
the line should take.

Tue Premies: 'The material for the line is
not yet to hand.

Mg, SIMPSON: He hoped that, in the
future, no delay would occur in carvying out
those public works which Parlinment had
sanctioned, more especially those embodying
the extension of the telegraph service on the
goldfields of the colony. With regard to the
progress of the railway system of the colony,
it proved that the Railway Department should
be in a position to meet the growing require-
ments of the colony. He would, in this con-
nection, move, later on, for a return showing
how the different lines of railway were paying,
on their own account. He congratulated the
Houso on the satisfactory tread which the
debate had taken.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he thought he
should reply to some of the statements which
severul hon, members had made aince he lagt
gpoke, but he would, seeing that the hour was
late, be s brief 28 possible. The hon, member
for Murray had referred t. the queation of
carrying out public works departmentally, as
agninst callng for public tenders for them.
He might inform the hon. member that the
desire of the Governmnent wag wlways (as far
08 it was practicable to do s0) to carry out ull
public works by contract. The hon. member
had laid great stress uwpoun the necessity of
hoving the Fremantle harbor works con-
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structed by contract, instead of being dome
departmentally,. He wos astonished that the
hon. member had advocated that the Govern-
ment should heve adopted ench a course, be-
cause he must know, from his knowledge of
that particular class of work, vhat the specifi-
entions could not be clearly enough defitied to
enable snch n work to be let by contract,

Mg. GeoraE: Yes, it could be,

Tee COMMI~SIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) said it could not be, be-
cause it would be practically iwnpossible for
the Government to instruct a contractoer as to
what class of material should be put inte the
middle, or upon the outside, of a mole. That
very question had been raited by the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, time after time, when he had
conversed with him on the subject. He aas.
sured hon. inembers that it would be more con-
venient to the Government to have to deal with
contractors for thut class of publie works, if it
were possible to do so, than to have the whole
responsibility of its construction thrust upon
the Works Department. ‘I'he hon. member
also said that a large amount of machinery
which the department had had to secure, and
which, was being used in the construction of
the harbor works, would fall into disase when
the work was completed. But, surely, the
hon. wemwber knew that the machinery
would have o be paid for by the Government,
whether it was used by them or by a com-
tractor.

An Hon. MeMBER: No.

Mg, MoraN: It could be nsed elsewhere.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he thought, at any
rate, that hon. members would accept the
statement, that wheraver it was possible to do
80, the Government would call for tenders For
public works. The hon. wme.nber for the
Murray had.also said—and he would have te
reply very carefully to the atutement—thut he
{Mr. Venn} had endesvored to direct the Civil
Service Commission as to what they shonld do
when they wished to call an officer of the
Works or the Railway Department to give
evidence. He would at ooce say that he had
never done so, nor would he ever dream of
attempting to direct any action of that or any
other Commisaion, because such an action
would be liable to be :isinterpreted. The
hon. member had aleo spoken as to the
necessity for the erection of wn over-way
Lridge at the William-street railway crossing,
in order to secarve the pablic from the danger
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of aceidents. ile could assure the hon. mem-
ber that, although the ecrection of such a
bridge was a large undertaking, and one which
would entail considerable cost in its construc-
tion, the Government would not shirk their
duty in regard to it. TFurther, he would
promike the hon. mewnber that when he was in
possession of the probable cost of the work,
he would recommend to his colleagues the
construction of thie bridge. There was
nnother watter upon which he desired to
give the hon. member for the Murray some
information, and that was in regard to the
Storez Department. In addition to the
Governent, Stores Department, it wus pro-
posed to have a Stores Issue Department,
which was necessary for the Railway Depart-
ment, because it wos not convenient Lo havea
Inrge general store to supply the amall daily
requirements of such a department as the
Works Department. Therefore, the hon.
wember’s statements in regard to that subject
were unnecessarily alarming.

M. Geonrge: I rise to expluin, Sir, that
the Engineer-ia-Chief’s report on the matter is
the justification for the remarke I made.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
(Hou. H. W. Venn) snid that with regard to
what the hon. member for Yilgarn had said
regarding the alleged excessive rates charged
on the Southern Cross railway, he wounld say
that if the hon. meniber, and those who
ugreed with him, were satisfied with the
Eastern Railway mileage rutes, they should be
more than satisfied with the rates which were
charged on the Yilgarn Railway, because they
were really five per cent. less than those
which prevailed on the Eastern Railway.

Mr. Moman : That is not the argument.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RATILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said it was, because the
trains which travelled the distance to Southern
(Cross with o load, were ran at double the
cost per mile, inasmuch as the trucks re-
turned from Southern Cross empty, and
produced no revenue to cover the expense of
returning them, whereas, on the Eastern line,
the trains wereladen on each journey to and
from their destinations, and Lhus contributed
to thecost of running them both ways. There
wus this to he said, however, in regard to the
Yilgarn railway—and he did wot intend to
withdraw from the position which he tock up
when a deputation waited upon him some time
ago with vefercnce to the rates prevailing on
the line—that the Government would consider
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the ¢uestion of reducing these rates, when it
could be clearly shown that that, or any other
railway in fact, waa paying its working ex-
penses and the interest on the capital expended
upon its construction. He would have liked
to have discussed the question more fully, as
he was always willing to argue the point ; but,

ug the hour was geiting late, he would
no longer dwell wupon the aubject.
He desired to thank the hon. tnember

for the Swan for the friendly remarks
he hadmade in regard te himself, and to the
administration for the depurtmnent unde: his
control generally. He quite agreed with the
hon. member that there would be, during the
next twelve months, a murked increase in the
profits of the Eastern Railway, inasmuch as
the deviations recently wade would enable the
steep gradesa to be avoided, and would conse-
quently cauee amarked decrease in the n cees-
sary haulage power. He also thanked the hon,
member for West Perth for the kindly
remarks he had made regarding him; and,
altogether, he felt that ho had good reasons
to be satisfied and elated at the course which
the debate had taken that evening, after the
eevere nnd hented remarks which were in-
dulged in by one or two hon. members the
previous evening, concerning hia adminis-
tration of hisdepartment. He had endegvored
to reply to those statewents in the proper
apirit, becaunse discourtesy to either man or
woman was foreignto his nature. But any
hon. member who wilfully ofended him with-
out canse, by attacking his offirinl or personal
character, would find that, although he would
alwaysdefend himself, he wouldnever be guilty
of a lack of generosity or consideration for his
acgusers.

Mg. RANDELL said he did not wish to
prolong the debate to any greater tength than
was necessary, bat, reference having !een
made to the necessity of erecting an overway
bridge at the Willinm.street crossing, he
wished to express the hope that the Govern-
ment would carefully consider what they were
about to do, before umdertaking such a
lnrge work, In the meantime, he hoped that
the Worls Department would recoguise that
the possibility of accidents occurring at thas
erossing did exist, and would, therefore,
place two reliable and intelligent men at the
crossing to regulate the trafic and to prevent
any accidents occurring.

Mgr. LOTON referring to the item “ Under-
Secretary, £500,” asked the Commiusioner of
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Railweys to expluin, as the appointment of an ' respondence. I have therefore to ask tha¢

Under-Secretary for Railways appeared to be
a new one.

Tue COMMISSIONER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H, W. Vean)} snid be desired that the
Works Department and the Railways Depart-
ment should eachhave an Under-Secretary,nnd
heproposed that Mr Alpin Thomson, thepresent
Under-Secretary for Works shonld be made
Under - Secretary for Railwnys, and that
another gentleman should be appointed to fill
the position of Under-Secretary for Works.
He believed that the separation of the work of
the two departments concerned, by haring a
sepnrate Under-Secretary for ench, would
result beneficinlly to both the departinents.

Mr. LEARE wmoved that progress bere
poried, and leave given to sit again.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at two minutes past
11 o’clock, p.m.

Eegislative Gouncis,
Thursday, 12th September, 1895,

Dounybrook Land Resumptions— Footbridge at Novth
Fremanile—=Stationmaster’s  residence, North
Fremantle—Station accommodation, North Fre-
mauile — Gold-mining  Leuses, dificulty of
obtaining—Trustee Ordinaace dmendment Bill -
third reading—Duties on Mstate of Deceased
Persons Bill : third reading—Crown Suits Bill:
secomd  reading ; Commritiee—A ssociutions  fn-
corporation Rifl : Cowunittee—Loan Act 1594
Awmendment Bill : second reading ; Conmmities ;
thivd  veading— Eeclesiastical Grant Abolition
Bill ; second veading ; Connittee ; thivd yead-
ing—Adjourument.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. S8henton)
took the chairat 4.30 o’clock, p.m,

DONNYBROOK LAND RESUMPTIONS,

Tre Hox. J. C. FOULKES : I find that all
the papers Lcalled for bave not been placed
on the Table. The return usked for was for all

the papers. Ifind that certain correspondence, .

consisting principally of two letters written by
My, Mitebell and Mr. Twrner, offering their
land, one at 15s. per acre, and another at £1

per acre, are missing, although reference is

made to them in some other part of the cor-

these lettere be sent here. I cunnot eee why
thero should be this delay. Tt took three
weeks to get what is here now, and that after
a question had been put in another place. [
do not blame the Minister for Mines, or the
Commissioner of Railwags, but sowe persons
in the Works Department, who, no doubt, are
trying to keep things back until their salnrics
are passed on the Estimates, so that they may
escape o wigging.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.E. H.
Wittenoom}: [ have only to say that I wus
under the impression that all the pepers hnd
been laid upon the Tnble. The reason they
were not laid upon the 'I'able before was that
they had been mislaid and could not be found.
The fuct that a question was asked' in the
Legislative Assembly had nothing to do with
the matter, I shall endeavor to get the
further letters the hon. member requires.

FOOTBRIDGE AT NORTH FREMAN I LE,

Tue How. D. E. CONGDON nsked the
Minister for Mines, when the tenders Ffor
the footbridge at North Fremantle, promised
by the Government, would be calied for .

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Homn. E.
H. Wittenoow) replied as follows :—The work
cannot be done till the telephone wires have
been removed frows the railway bridge, 20 of
which belong to the Postal Department and
five to the Railway Department. The Postal
Department are running o pew line of poles
to tuke its wires, and the Railway Depari-
ment have in hand the driving of piles to
carry ite telephomes. This work will take
about two months, when the foothridge will
be commeneced.

STATIONMASTER'S RESIDENCE A'l' NOR'TH
FREMANTLE,

Tur Hon. D. K. CONGDON asked tae
Minister for Mines, when the Govermuent
intended to call for tenders for the station-
waster’s residence, so long promised, at North
Fremantle.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. 1.
Wittenoom) replied that tenders wonld be
called for the work next week.

STATION ACCOMMODATION AT NORTH

FREMANTLE
Tae Hon. D. K. CONGDON asked the
Minister for Mines, whether the Government
intended to afford the necessary station ac-



